		Township Committee Minutes
		June 4, 2014


The Township Committee of the Township of Raritan met on June 4, 2014 at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey 

	MEETING	Mayor O’Brien called the regular meeting to order at   7:12 p.m.
CALLED

ROLL CALL	The following were present: Mayor Craig O’Brien, Deputy Mayor Michael Mangin, Comm. Tom Antosiewicz and Comm. Karen Gilbert.  Comm. Oliver Elbert was absent.  Also present was Adm. Allan Pietrefesa and Township Attorney Albert E. Cruz.         

MEETING	Mayor O’Brien advised that the meeting was advertised in accordance with the
ADVERTISED 	Open Public Meetings Act in the January 10, 2013 issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat and was posted on the office bulletin board and the Township Website.      

	PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF SILENCE

	Mayor O’Brien asked all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag and to remain standing for a Moment of Silence to remember our Men and Women serving in the Armed Forces and in Particular Those Serving In Troubled Areas Around the World.   

PUBLIC                It is the policy of the Township Committee that all public comments on an issue 
COMMENT	shall be limited to three minutes per person.  Public comment shall be permitted 
                               on items of concern regarding the agenda only.  In addition, time will be allotted 
                               at the end of the meeting for public comment on any issue.  

	***	Barbara Sachau, 2 Glenway Drive, said that she felt that Hinkley Road should remain open.  She said that the Urbach Farm Lease was acceptable to her.
	
FINANCIAL	Payment of Bills as Listed for Raritan Township:	$  11,017,297.39
ISSUES
	Mayor O’Brien said that approximately $3.7 million is being paid for taxes to
	Hunterdon County.  The Board of Education will receive $7.1 million.  Comm.
	Gilbert wanted to know about Check #24330 payable to Dave’s Collision for repairs.
	Adm. Pietrefesa said that this is reimbursed 100% from the insurance company for
	repairs made to a police car with no deductible.  Mayor O’Brien asked about Check
	#24347 in the amount of $900.00 payable to Jacqueline Klapp.  Adm. Pietrefesa said
	that Ms. Klapp is the recording secretary for the Zoning Board.  Mayor O’Brien also
	asked about Check #24335 payable to Raritan Valley Recycling for green waste. 
	Adm. Pietrefesa said that this for the recycling appropriation.  



FINANCIAL	Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to approve the Bill List.
ISSUES	
(Con’t)     	Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Gilbert. 

	Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
				Elbert – yes
				Mangin – yes
				O’Brien – yes
				
	Motion carried.
 
	Payment of Bills as Listed for the Raritan Township Fire Company:  $40.00

	Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to approve the Bill List for the Fire Company.

	Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

	Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
ISSUES				Gilbert – yes
				Mangin – recuse 
				O’Brien – yes

	Motion carried.

REPORTS	LIAISON REPORTS

Craig O’Brien - Administration/Finance/Personnel – Mayor O’Brien said that there is
a new administrative assistant in the Administrator’s Office.  Adm. Pietrefesa said she
is working out well.  There is a position open in the Planner’s Office and also in the
Finance Office.  Planner Sunyak said she is in the process of reviewing the resumes.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Michael Mangin –RTMUA/Economic Development – Comm. Mangin said that he and Planner Sunyak will be meeting with an industrial customer for the Royal Road area which is zoned I-2.  The five lots that were approved by the Planning Board are of interest to this developer.  The Beemis property has an interested buyer from New York.  There are no details that can be discussed at this time.    

Tom Antosiewicz – Public Works/Board of Health/Green Team & Historians       Committee – Comm. Antosiewicz said that Planner Sunyak is in the process sending out information to the residents regarding the Greenway.  He mentioned that the Committee should consider the limitation of the size of trucks along River Road.  There are two old fire trucks at the Public Works garage that may be able to be auctioned off.  The Public Works Department is in need of asphalt to fix the


REPORTS: 	the potholes.  The Morales Park cleanup will be held on Sunday, 8, 2014.  There will
(Con’t)						            be a graduation ceremony at CEA (Center for Educational Advancement) on June 17,
2014.  Comm. Gilbert will attend.  There will be an active shooting training in
Princeton on June 17, 2014.  Comm. Mangin said that the Friends of the Library will
hold a fund raiser for the Hunterdon County Library to be held on Saturday, June 14,
2014 between 10:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m.; (rain date on June 21, 2014)

Karen Gilbert – Flemington-Raritan Schools/Hunterdon Central High School/
Parks & Recreation – Comm. Gilbert said that Parks and Recreation will meet next Tuesday which will be the final meeting until the fall.  There is a meeting being held at the Flemington-Raritan Board of Education for its members.  She will report back on the outcome of the meeting.

Oliver Elbert – Public Safety/Affordability & Wellness/Rural Quality – No Report. 

	UNFINISHED	URBACH PROPERTY RE:  RENEWAL OF FARM LEASE – Adm. 	 
BUSINESS	Pietrefesa said that a revised lease agreement was distributed.  He pointed out that Mr. Meyer will be planting hay instead of corn.  The lease agreement will be for three years and Mr. Meyer dropped his request for hunting on the property.  There will be no payment required for the lease provided that Mr. Meyer continue to mow the buffer areas and trails.  Comm. Mangin said that Mr. Meyer made it clear that his crops were being destroyed because of the increase of the deer population. Two years ago there was a complaint by a neighbor who said that shots were fired at his house from the previous hunting club.  Mr. Meyer wanted to know if the Township could allow bow hunting.  Attorney Cruz said that the question about hunting must be a policy decision by the Committee.  A resolution was adopted later in the meeting.

		FLEMINGTON JUNCTION REDEVELOPMENT STUDY AND CONSULTANT – Attorney Cruz said that there are three resolutions for the Committee to act upon.  The first resolution is to authorize the Township of Raritan Planning Board to undertake a preliminary investigation into whether the area of Lots 37.01 and 54 in Block 16.01 meet the criteria for a non-condemnation redevelopment.  As part of that, there were proposals sought for various professional planners and the Township received two proposals.  One from Clarke Canton Hintz and the other from Heyer, Gurel & Associates.  The proposal from Clarke Canton Hintz is slightly lower than that of Heyer, Gurel & Associates at $6,550.00.  The recommendation is that the award be made to Clarke Canton Hintz.  The second Resolution #14-86 is a resolution authorizing the Professional Services Contract to be awarded to Clarke Canton Hintz at $6,550.00.  The third resolution is authorizing the Township to enter into an amended and restated Housing Trust Fund Agreement and Escrow Fund Agreement to promote affordable housing.  The second part of that is a new agreement where the developer agreed to post an escrow in the amount of $12,500.00 to defray the costs that the Township may have related to any redevelopment studies of that property.


UNFINISHED	The Escrow Agreement makes it very clear that this is a voluntary contribution on
BUSINESS	behalf of the developer and that there is no commitment that the study has
(Con’t)	a predetermined outcome.  The first part of the resolution is an amendment of the Housing Trust Fund Agreement.  That agreement amends the parent company of Flemington Junction, LLC as a party on the Housing Trust Fund Agreement (HFT).  It also revises the dates by which construction and approvals are to be obtained and it sets forth the completion for the HFT.  Three resolutions as stated above were adopted later in the meeting.  

		ENERGY AGGREGATION CONSULTANT – Attorney Cruz said that, under the energy program, the Township does not have to seek requests for proposals or a bid, provided that the vendor is on the NJ Department of Community Affairs (NJ DCA) approved list.  Presentations were made from three potential vendors for this contract.  The applicants will be able to submit consistent proposals so there would be the same information from all three vendors.  The deadline for submission will be on June 25, 2014.  

		HINKLEY ROAD NAME CHANGE – Mayor O’Brien said that since Hinkly Road will be divided into two sections, there needs to be a new name for the portion from Route 12 to the dead end past the water tower.  There is only one resident that is affected by the name change on Hinkley Road.  The resident suggested that the name be changed to reflect the name of their grandfather George.  The Committee directed Attorney Cruz to prepare an ordinance for the next meeting.  

NEW	CHAPTER 159 – CLEAN COMMUNITIES GRANT AWARD – Adm. 
BUSINESS	Pietrefesa said that the Township was awarded $52,139.03 for the Clean Communities Grant.  This will be added to the 2014 budget.  	

	FARMLAND PRESERVATION FUND BALANCES – Adm. Pietrefesa said that
		a letter was received from the State Agriculture Development Committee regarding Planning Incentive Grants (PIG).  This was an incentive program to get farmers into farmland preservation.  There are no farmers interested at this time.  The State is requesting a detailed written description of all outstanding projects and what is causing any delay in the encumbrance of funds.    
	

	TOWNVIEW COURT BLOCK PARTY 
	
	Adm. Pietrefesa said that there are a number of concerns with this party such as the number of people attending, amount of noise and amount of cars.  This would create a problem for emergency services because the street is blocked.  The road will be partially closed.  There is also a concern that if it is a graduation party, will there be the monitoring of minors and alcohol.



NEW	***     Mr. Thorne said that it will be a graduation party for family and friends and
BUSINESS		         there will be minor kids there.  He will speak with the kids about drinking.
(Con’t)		         There is also going to be a 30’ by 50’ tent, a stage and a band.  There is only
			         one other house on the cul-de-sac.  He said that it is an extra-large cul-de-sac
	         and emergency services would not have any problem going through in an
	         emergency.
			         
	            	 Attorney Cruz said that a permit is required from the Board of Health for any porta-
	johns and an approval from the Fire Marshal.  

	***	Mr. Thorne indicated that the band will stop playing at 10:00.  He also indicated that he will speak to every child about not drinking.  Mr. Thorne said he will take care of all the cleanup and he will notify his homeowner’s insurance company of the party.

	Attorney Cruz said he wanted to make sure that there is no misunderstanding between
	Mr. Thorne and the Township.  

	***	Deputy Chief Doug Day, Raritan Township Fire Company, said that Mr. Thorne has to make sure that no water sources are being blocked by the tent or the stage.  Also to make sure that there is a path for a fire truck to go down the street.  

	Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to approve the Block Party on Townview Court on
	July 5, 2014 on the conditions that have been stated including obtaining all permits
		 and licenses necessary including electrical inspections, that the band will stop playing
		 at 10:00 p.m., all garbage will be picked up and the necessary insurance coverage will   
			be obtained for the event.  
	
	Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

	Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
				Gilbert – yes
				Mangin – yes
				O’Brien – yes

	Motion carried.


	




NEW	LIQUOR LICENSE RENEWALS – Clerk Sollena said that 12 establishments have
BUSINESS	renewed their liquor licenses for 2014-2015.  American Legion is no longer in
(Con’t)	operation and The Dallas Group has not yet renewed.  Resolutions were adopted later in the meeting.

	LOSAP (LENGTH OF SERVICE AWARDS PROGRAM) 

		  Comm. Mangin recused himself from the discussion because he is a member of the  
		  Raritan Township Fire Company.  

	Adm. Pietrefesa said that this is the LOSAP Report for 2013.  Approval is required by the Township Committee.  After approval, the report is posted at the Raritan Township Fire Company for thirty days for any objections.  If no objections are received, the member will then receive a credit.  If the Committee wishes to change the individual amount, a resolution must be adopted.  The 2014 LOSAP will be discussed at the next meeting.

	Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to approve the Length of Service Awards Program for 2013.

	Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

	Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
				Gilbert – yes
				O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.  

	CLEANING BID AWARD – Adm. Pietrefesa said that the cleaning services will expire on June 30, 2014.  Bids were advertised for a new contract for the Municipal Building and the Police Building.  Three vendors submitted bids.  He recommended that the contract be awarded to Best Cleaning Services at an annual rate of $15,840.  The total cost is $31,600.  A resolution was adopted later in the meeting.

ORDINANCES:				ORDINANCE #14-06

	ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 10.12, TITLED “TRAFFIC REGULATIONS FOR SPECIFIC STREETS” OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN BY ADDING A NEW SECTION 10.12.060, TITLED “TRAFFIC ON HINKLY ROAD FROM ITS INTERSECTION WITH TIFFANY DRIVE NORTH, AND TRAFFIC ON HINKLY ROAD FROM ITS INTERSECTION WITH HARDSCRABBLE HILL ROAD SOUTH, TO DEAD ENDS LIMITED TO LOCAL TRAFFIC ONLY.”


ORDINANCES:	Meeting opened to the public.
(Con’t)
Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to close the public hearing and adopt Ordinance #14-06 on final consideration same to be published according to law.

Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
			Gilbert – yes
			Mangin – yes
			O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.

			ORDINANCE #14-07

BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE PURCHASE OF OF A FIRE TRUCK IN AND BY THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN, IN THE COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING $945,000 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $900,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST THEREOF.

Comm. Mangin recused himself from this discussion because he is a member of the Raritan Township Fire Company.

Meeting opened to the public.

***	Mark Bishop, Captain, Fire Company, said that Fire Company was able to meet with the apparatus vendor and received a preliminary component list that was forwarded to the Mayor.  He said that everything that was available on the preliminary list meets the needs of the Fire Company. The life expectancy of the fire truck is 15 – 20 years.  The current truck has exceeded that and is currently out of service.  There has been quite a number of dollars spent on the old truck in the past.  

Attorney Cruz said that there should be a motion to close the public hearing on Ordinance #14-07 and to carry the vote until the meeting of June 17, 2014 at 7:00 p.m.  

Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to close the public hearing and carry the vote for Ordinance #14-07 until the meeting of June 17, 2014 at 7:00 p.m., same to be published according to law.  
ORDINANCES: (Con’t)

Motion was made by Comm. Gilbert and seconded by 
Comm. Antosiewicz.

Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
			Gilbert – yes
			Mangin – yes
			O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.

RESCUE BY FIRE COMPANY - There was a person stuck in a tree and the Fire Company was able to lower the man down on a ladder.  He was about 15 – 20 feet from the ground.  He was medevac’d to Robert Wood Johnson Hospital.


CORRES-	a.	League of Municipalities: (All Information is on File in the Clerk’s Office):
PONDENCE		Assembly Voting Session for May 22nd; Legislative Alert; Mitigation Grant Period Opened for FDM and FMA; Take Action for Transportation; New Amendment to Mortgage Foreclosure Statute; CDBG-DR Resiliency Funding – Joint the Efforts; Pre Disaster Mitigation Grant Application Due June 16th; Recent Appellate Division Decision OPRA and Redactions; Interest Arbitration Update; State Treasurer Testifies on State Budget Revisions; Survey on Municipal and School District Cooperation; Nominations Open for Great Places in New Jersey;  Memorial Day; Social Security Offers Help to Wounded Warriors; Legislative Recap for Assembly Voting Session May 22nd; Resiliency Resources Available; Draft Summary of the Proposed COAH regulations; FEMA Calls for 2014 Individual and Community Preparedness Awards Applications; Washington Watch Advisory; Mayor O’Brien said that there have been a number of successes that a number of towns have enjoyed regarding energy aggregation including Lambertville and West Amwell.  Comm. Gilbert said that the State has requested a survey on Municipal and School District Cooperation.   

b.	Comcast Information – Adm. Pietrefesa said that the only charge from Comcast is for the telephone in the lobby.  

c.	CSG Environmental Consultants re:  Remedial Action (CD On File on the Clerk’s Office)
       



NON CONSENT AGENDA:

Resolution #14-81 – Authorizing the Township of Raritan Planning Board to 
			          Undertake a Preliminary Investigation to Determine                   
			          Whether The Proposed Study Area, Which Includes Lots                          
                                  37.01 and 54 in Block 16.01, Qualifies as an Area in Need of                                
                                  Non Condemnation Redevelopment Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 
                                  40A:12A-5

Attorney Cruz advised Mayor O’Brien to ask for a motion to adopt Resolution 
#14-81 with an amendment on Page 2 in two places.  There was a change in the first Whereas clause and Now Therefore Be It Resolved clause to add the name of the Planner, Clarke Canton Hintz of Trenton, New Jersey.  .

Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #14-81 with the amendments   listed above.

	Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Antosiewicz.

Roll Call Vote: 	Antosiewicz – yes
			Gilbert – yes
			Mangin – yes
			O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.

	Resolution #14-86 – Authorizing a Fair and Open Professional Services
			          Contract for Consultant to Perform Preliminary Study
			          Investigation to Determine Whether the Proposed Study
			          Area, Which Includes Lots 37.01 and 54 in Block 16.01, 
			          Qualifies as an Area in Need of Non-Condemnation 
			          Redevelopment Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-5

	Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #14-86 with the following    
	amendments:

1)	In the second Whereas clause, the name of Clark Caton Hintz of Trenton, New Jersey will be added with a proposal dated May 29, 2014 and a fee of $6,550.00.

2)	In the Now Therefore clause, the name of Clark Caton Hintz will be added.



	NON-CONSENT AGENDA: (Con’t)

Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Antosiewicz.

Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
			Gilbert – yes
			Mangin – yes
			O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.

	Resolution #14-92 – Authorizing the Township to Enter into an Amended and
			           Restated HTF Agreement and Escrow Agreement to                                         
                                        Promote Affordable Housing.

	Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #14-92.

	Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Gilbert. 

Roll Call Vote: 	Antosiewicz – yes
			Gilbert – yes
			Mangin – yes
			O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.

      CONSENT	All matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the
        AGENDA		Township Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.               
		There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that item   
	   will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Minutes:	

All were present at these meetings:

Township Committee Meeting Minutes:	April 1, 2014
April 15, 2014

Executive Meeting Minutes:	April 1, 2014
                                        April 15, 2014





CONSENT AGENDA: (Con’t)

Resolutions:

Resolution #14-76 – Authorization for the Renewal of Farm Lease for the
			          Urbach Property and Authorizing the Mayor and Clerk to 
			          Sign the Lease Agreement

Resolution #14-83 – Liquor License Renewals – 2014/2015

Resolution #14-85 – Chapter 159 – Clean Communities Grant - $52,139.03

Resolution #14-87 – Appointment of Acting Construction Official

Resolution #14-89 – Renewal of Liquor License for Loyal Order of Moose

Resolution #14-90 – Award of Contract for Cleaning Services to Best Cleaning
			           Services 

Resolution #14-91 -  Renewal of Liquor License for Rock of Raritan (Bourbon
			           Street Liquors)	

Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda with the removal of Resolution #14-87.

Motion was made by Comm. Gilbert and seconded by Comm. Antosiewicz. 

Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
			Gilbert – yes
			Mangin – yes
			O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.

Resolution #14-87 – Appointment of Acting Construction Official

Attorney Cruz read Resolution #14-87 in full with the inclusion of the appointment of Jack Daniels to the position of Acting Construction Official effective June 5, 2014 to 
July 15, 2014 at a rate of $35.00 per hour for not more than ten (10) hours per week.

Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #14-87 with the amendments listed above.

	

	CONSENT AGENDA: (Con’t)

Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. Mangin.

	Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
				Gilbert – yes
				Mangin – yes
				O’Brien – yes

	Motion carried.

PRIVILEGE 	Anyone may address the Committee on any issue for three (3) minutes
OF THE
FLOOR              
Resolution #14-88 – CLOSED SESSION:
                                       Contractual – Flemington Junction Redevelopment                    
		          		                      Study Consultant   
                                        Personnel –    Acting Construction Official;
					         Acting Fire Sub Code Official

Resolution #14-88 was not needed.  All issues were addressed at the special meeting prior to the regular meeting.  

ADJOURN-           Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting
MENT
	Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

	Vote: 	4 – 0 motion carried.

	Meeting adjourned at:	   8:35 p.m.  


					

						Respectfully submitted,

						Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC
						Township Clerk
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