          Raritan Township Committee Minutes

                     March 19, 2013


The Township Committee of the Township of Raritan met on March 19, 2013  
at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey 

MEETING
Mayor Mangin called the regular meeting to order at: 7:04 p.m.
CALLED
ROLL CALL
The following were present: Mayor Michael Mangin, Comm. Tom Antosiewicz, Comm. Oliver Elbert and Comm. Craig O’Brien.  Also present was Adm. Allan Pietrefesa and Township Attorney Albert E. Cruz.         
MEETING
Mayor Mangin advised that the meeting was advertised in accordance with the

ADVERTISED 
Open Public Meetings Act in the January 10, 2013 issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat and was posted on the office bulletin board and the Township Website.      


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF SILENCE


Mayor Mangin asked all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag and to remain standing for a Moment of Silence to Remember our Men and Women serving in the Armed Forces and in Particular Those Serving In Troubled Areas Around the World and the Victims of Newtown, CT. 
PUBLIC
It is the policy of the Township Committee that all public comments on an issue shall

COMMENT
be limited to three minutes per person.  Public comment shall be permitted on items of concern regarding the agenda only.  In addition, time will be allotted at the end of the meeting for public comment on any issue.  


***
Amy Greene, 4 Greenhills Drive, said that she supports the resolution listed for Sustainable Source of Funding for open space which includes farmland preservation, public land and park land development and historic preservation. She mentioned that the Township Committee has been a long time supporter of those ideals and has benefited from that funding.  This will be a permanent source of funding through Green Acres.


***
John Belle, 4 Greenhills Drive, commended the Township Committee for the work that they have done in the preservation of open space and farmland.  He urged the Committee to continue that support by adopting the resolution.  

***
Barbara Sachau, 2 Greenway, wanted to know if there is still a requirement for affordable housing in Raritan Township.  She also commented on a resolution against the public having information.  The legislation wants to stop the Open Public Records Act.  She said she attended the meetings on open space in Trenton and she was disappointed to see man profiteers who make a lot of 
PUBLIC

money from the open space funding.  It’s a very difficult time for taxpayers to 
COMMENT

come up with that money.  She felt that the State needs to rethink this.  She
(Con’t)

also felt that open space should not be funded each year.  She was also disappointed about where the land is going.  Much of this land is going to the NJ Division of Fish and Wild Life.  She said that the land should be saved for trees and wild life.  She also mentioned that a police chief in Parsippany was paid $375,000 for unused sick, vacation and personal days.  He will receive $131,952 annual pension.

FINANCIAL
Payment of Bills as Listed for Raritan Township:
$  886,074.67
ISSUES

Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to approve the Bill List.  

Comm. Antosiewicz asked how much money has been saved on utilities since the Township moved into a coop.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that it was difficult to determine the exact amount of money the Township is saving.  While the Township is paying a cheaper rate for utilities, the usage is going to vary from year to year.  He said that because there was money left over in the utility budget, the Township is definitely saving money.  

Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. Hazard.

Mayor Mangin asked about Check #1511 to John Morgan Thomas, Township Landscaper.  He thought that this money was paid out of the developer’s escrow.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that this money is being paid from the developer’s escrow.   Comm. O’Brien asked about the bill for $3,900 for propane and $9,400 for diesel.    He wanted to know if there was a breakdown on who is using the propane.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that the propane use is for the Public Works Department for heating.  The diesel fuel is also utilized by the Public Works Department.  Mayor Mangin said that if there is natural gas on Pennsylvania Avenue, the Township should look into hooking up to this service.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that the heaters inside the building may not be convertible to natural gas and would have to be changed which would be very costly.     


Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes




Elbert – yes





Hazard – yes





O’Brien – yes





Mangin – yes


Motion carried.

FINANCIAL
Payment of Bills as Listed for the Fire Company:
$  633.16

ISSUES
(Con’t)
Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to approve the Bill List for the Fire Company.


Motion was made by Comm. Hazard and seconded by Comm. O’Brien.


Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes





Elbert – yes





Hazard – yes





O’Brien – yes





Mangin – recuse


Motion carried.


BUDGET TRANSFERS AND TEMPORARY BUDGET

1)
Resolution #13-45 - Budget Transfers (4 Affirmative Votes Needed





          For Adoption



Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #13-45.



Comm. Mangin said that this resolution was only for budget transfers.



Motion was made by Comm. Hazard and seconded by Comm. Elbert.



Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes






Elbert – yes






Hazard – yes






O’Brien – yes






Mangin – yes



Motion carried.


2)
Resolution #13-46 – Temporary Emergency Appropriations (4





           Affirmative Votes Needed for Adoption



Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #13-46.


Motion was made by Comm. Hazard and seconded by Comm. O’Brien

FINANCIAL

Adm. Pietrefesa said that this is a three month extension to carry the Township 
ISSUES

through the month of June.  In those three months, some of the largest 
(Con’t)

payments are due.  On April 1st, the retirement system payment is due to the State for about $1.4 million.  This could not be accounted in the normal temporary budget because it is governed by 26.25% of the previous year’s budget.  This did not allow enough funds to appropriate $1.4 million for the pension system.  He hoped that a budget will be introduced by then.   


Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes






Elbert – yes






Hazard – yes






O’Brien – yes






Mangin – yes



Motion carried.

Revenue Report – February, 2013 – This report is for information purposes only.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that Raritan Township received all the revenue from Hampton Court in addition to being paid twice a year.  He mentioned that the lease has to be renewed with the Flemington Borough for the court.
 REPORTS
LIAISON REPORTS

 Michael Mangin - Administration/Finance/Personnel, Board of Health

& Economic Development – Mayor Mangin said that Board of Health Secretary, Rose Sollena, would contact the Zoning Inspector, Tony Skibinski, to ask him to check the property at 8 Cherryville Hollow Road.  The property has several unregistered vehicles.  Secretary Sollena said that the County Health Department is aware of this problem.  There is a vacancy in the Finance Office.  Also Tony Skibinski will retire on March 31, 2013.  Things are quiet regarding economic development.
Oliver Elbert – Rural Quality & Public Works – Comm. Elbert said that the Township should look at the open space properties that have been farmed.  The Urbach Farm has been farmed in the past and the Township has a chance to renew the lease.  Attorney Cruz spoke to the farmer and the farmer is willing to give the Township a little bit more income from that property.  It doesn’t have to go out to bid because the Township inherited the lease.  He felt that renewing the lease would be good because the farmer is providing mowing around the property at no extra cost to the Township.  He mentioned that Mr. Watkinson was interested in farming near the Stickel Development.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that this has to be reviewed because there were several conservation easements and many power lines.  
REPORTS
Attorney Cruz suggested that Mayor Mangin ask for a motion to authorize the 
(Con’t)

preparation of a bid for a portion of Block 5, Lot 17.3 contingent upon the Planner’s findings regarding suitability.  

Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. Antosiewicz.

Vote:
5 – 0 motion carried. 

Comm. Elbert thanked the Public Works Department for doing a great job.

Gary Hazard – Flemington-Raritan Schools, Parks & Recreation,  
Economic Development, Public Safety, Affordability & Wellness – Comm. Hazard said 

that the parks are closed at this time, however, the trails are always open.  The parks are being spruced up so the fields can be utilized.  There are conversations being held with regard to the Flemington-Raritan School on public safety.  There is a meeting scheduled 

in April to discuss this matter.
Tom Antosiewicz - Hunterdon Central HS, Green Team & Shared Services – Comm. Antosiewicz said he met with the Superintendent of Hunterdon Central High School regarding the SRO Officer and safety at the high school.  The school has placed $80,000 in their budget for this officer.  There was no Green Team meeting.    According to the Historic Committee, the Township Seal is close to fruition.  The high school is having a foundation dinner on March 23, 2013 @ 5:00 p.m. to honor Tom Biolsi, the 72 Boys LaCrosse Team, Donna Anderson and Samuel Case.  Mayor Mangin was concerned about the benefits of the officer at the high school.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that the officer is a Township employee and the high school is going to pay to subsidize the officer at the school.  This would not start until the next school year in September, 2013.  There is already an officer posted at the high school on a part time basis.  

Comm. Antosiewicz said that Raritan Township, Delaware Township and East Amwell are celebrating their 175th Anniversary.  Delaware Township is planning an event on April 7, 2013 @ 3:00 p.m. The Red Cross said that there is a agreement in place to use the space in the Police Building to hold CPR classes.  This would allow the Township employees, fire and rescue to have two free sessions.       

Craig O’Brien – RTMUA & Public Safety – Comm. O’Brien said that the RTMUA will hold its meeting this Thursday.  They have several facility upgrades coming up.  He thanked the Office of Emergency Management, Fire Chief and Police Chief for keeping the community safe.  He urged everyone to thank them for their extraordinary work.  
REPORTS
Mayor Mangin said there was an ISO Report, however, some people may have thought 
(Con’t)

that it was a report on the Fireman’s Relief.  The Fireman’s Relief comes through from the State of New Jersey.  The bulk of the relief money, however, goes to Flemington Borough because it is disbursed through a zip code.  Chief Hynes said that a disproportionate amount that should be granted to Raritan Township is being sent to  Flemington Borough.  She was not sure how this could be corrected.  Mayor Mangin said that the previous Fire Marshal, John Smith, wrote a letter to the relief fund asking that this matter be rectified.  Mayor Mangin suggested that a new letter be sent to the Fireman’s Relief Fund.  Chief Hynes said that the ISO rate has increased to 4/8B which is excellent.  


SNOW REPORT - $16,903.00 – Mayor Mangin said that this amount was for March 8th with the bulk of the cost for salt and chlorine.  A small share is for labor.


EMERGENCY MANGEMENT UPDATE – Acknowledged.
UNFINISHED
2011 FLEMINGTON-RARITAN PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE
BUSINESS
AUDIT – Comm. Hazard said that the Flemington-Raritan Parks and Recreation is subject to an audit each year.  This is consistent with last year’s report and it is very well run.


INSURANCE SERVICES OFFICE RE:  PUBLIC PROTECTION CLASSIFICATION: 4/8B (BOOKLET ON FILE IN THE CLERK’S OFFICE) – Adm. Pietrefesa said that the Insurance Services Office inspects all fire companies.  The Township was 9/5 and now has improved to 4/8.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that ISO also completes a survey in the Construction Office.  These rates do affect a homeowner with regard to their insurance.


ELECTRONICS RECYCLING – Adm. Pietrefesa said that this was a proposal from the Green Team.  After he reviewed it, he felt that it was not worthwhile for the Township to pursue.  They will pay 3 cents per pound and do not pay for tv’s, monitors, printers, stereos, vcr’s.  It’s only for certain types of equipment such as computers, and telecommunications equipment.  At 3 cents per pound, if one ton of equipment was sold to the company, the Township would only receive $60.00.  The Public Works Recycling area would have to make room for a trailer.  There would be a public bid and specs would have to be drawn up.  Also, there is limited personnel and no advantage to the Township.  Besides, Hunterdon County already has a program for this type of recycling.  Comm. Antosiewicz said that Superintendent Struening and Don Hutchins are in favor of this program.  He said that the County program is only held one time per year.  He felt that this would be very convenient for the residents and a valuable service to the community.  Comm. Elbert will look further into this program.
UNFINISHED
BUDGET MEETINGS – The budget meeting will be held on Monday, March 25, 
BUSINESS
2013. at 6:00 p.m.  
(Con’t)



OPPOSITION TO EARLY VOTING – Clerk Sollena said that this bill was passed in the Senate on Monday and it is going before the Assembly on Thursday.  Mayor Mangin said that this bill would most likely be voted against in the Assembly, however, the Governor is planning to veto this bill.  It has been revised, however, it still puts an undue burden on all the municipalities.  The voting would most likely take place in the Municipal Building because the schools cannot be utilized for the early voting.  The early voting will be Monday through Friday, Saturday and Sunday.  There is no assurance of the exact reimbursement of the costs.  Comm. Antosiewicz said that early voting does exist now.  


INGERMAN RE:  FLEMINGTON JUNCTION, LLC:  PRIOR APPROVALS AND AGREEMENT FOR PAYMENT IN LIEU OF TAXES – Adm. Pietrefesa said that almost five years ago, a project was given preliminary approval by the Planning Board for a development to be built on Junction Road.  This was part of the Township’s Affordable Housing Plan which was approved by the State.  This development is part of that plan, however, the economic climate caused it to be delayed.  Part of the plan included 84 housing units as well as PAYMENT IN LIEU OF TAXES (PILOT) Agreement and the Township dedicating $1 million from the Municipal Affordable Housing Fund to subsidize the project.  Now the developers are coming back and looking to reinvent this project in a different way in terms of financing.  They are proposing that the Township declare this area as an area in need of redevelopment.  Normally, the Township would take the request and authorize the Planning Board to do a study.  The second option for the Committee is to hear the proposal, have the developers go back to the Planning Board and have the Planning Board decide whether this area is in need of redevelopment.  The third option is that when the Township adopted its third round housing element of the Master Plan, they adopted it as part of the town’s Master Plan.  The Third Round COAH Plan received substantive certification in 2011/2012.  The Township has a certified plan with projects in place as well as a spending plan of how the Township is supposed to allocate its trust fund monies.  This project is in the plan, the number of units which is 100% affordable is in the plan and the developer’s agreement is in the plan.  This is a project that was identified by the Township and by the Planning Board as one means to an end to satisfy the Township’s overall affordable housing obligations.
UNFINISHED
***      Jaime Reynolds, General Counsel for Ingerman, said that this project has been
BUSINESS
            on the books for four or five years.  When it was originally conceived, it was a 
(Con’t)
            time when the State had quite a bit of soft money and when the economy was booming.  There was an opportunity to fund this project with 4% tax credits through the New Jersey Housing and Mortgage Finance Agency (HMFA).    Then the recession happened and all the money at the State level disappeared.  



HMFA has now changed its rules and, as a result of the changes, the HMFA’s decision is being based on whether the property is on public sewer and water.  Now it is eligible for 9% tax credits.  As part of the new rules, the State favors projects that are in redevelopment areas. Mr. Reynolds is requesting that the Township Committee refer this to the Planning Board as an area in need of redevelopment.  The designation will be limited to this property only.  



Planner Sunyak asked Mr. Reynolds if a feasibility analysis was completed to determine what the impact would be on schools and emergency services.  She mentioned that some of the units have increased from two to three bedrooms.



***
Mr. Reynolds said that a feasibility analysis was not completed. Jeff Long said that this development has always been designed to meet COAH regulations.  There are only three units that have changed from two to three bedrooms.  Some units have even changed from a two bedroom unit to a one bedroom.


Planner Sunyak said that this project only has preliminary approval from the Planning Board.  Ingerman is now requesting that the Township Committee ask the Planning Board to designate this area as an area in need of redevelopment.  There is no final approval from the Planning Board and the COAH Plan is in place.  She suggested that NJ DCA send a letter to the Township so that the Township is protected in the event that, after the fact, this project is no longer consistent with the Township’s approved and certified COAH Plan.  It is important that the Township have some acclamation that the State agency is on board with this project.


***
Mr. Reynolds said that he has spoken with NJ HMFA about the issue.  He was informed by NJ HMFA that the changes are very minor. 


Planner Sunyak said that the Township is certified until 2018.  Mayor Mangin suggested that a resolution be drafted for the next meeting on April 2, 2013 asking the Planning Board to do a study to determine if that area is an area in need of redevelopment.
UNFINISHED
Attorney Cruz said that there would be a resolution on April 2, 2013 authorizing the 
BUSINESS
Planning Board to move forward with a redevelopment study for this particular 
(Con’t)
property.  There was also a discussion of an area in need of rehabilitation and he wanted to know if the focus was going to be on rehabilitation or redevelopment.



***
Mr. Reynolds said that based on the consultation with the Planner, that an area in need of rehabilitation does not apply in this situation.



Attorney Cruz asked that Mr. Reynolds obtain a letter from COAH before 


April 2, 2013.  


BECKS-CORNET BIKEWAY & PEDESTRIAN TRAIL RE:  SIX-MONTH EXTENSION FROM MARCH 24, 2013 – A resolution was adopted to request a six-month extension for this project.


SCHOOLHOUSE AT RARITAN TOWN SQUARE SITE RE:  BLOCK 16.01, LOTS 35, 36 & 38 – Adm. Pietrefesa said that this is an informational letter to Garden Homes regarding the restoration of the old schoolhouse.  Garden Homes is being asked what the schedule will be as to when the schoolhouse will be restored.  Mayor Mangin said that when Raritan Town Square was built, the little schoolhouse was going to be restored by the developer as part of the agreement and approval by the Planning Board.  To date, nothing has been done.  Planner Sunyak said that Raritan Town Square is scheduled to be at the Planning Board Meeting on Wednesday, March 27, 2013 for a completeness hearing and she has been asked by the Chairman of the Historical Commission to bring this to their attention again.  There has not been any response received.  
NEW
MORRIS AREA FREEWHEELERS FOUNDATION FIFTH ANNUAL 
BUSINESS
REVOLUTIONARY RAMBLE – JUNE 8, 2013 – Acknowledged.  


VWF POST 7856 RE:  ANNUAL EASTER EGG HUNT ON SATURDAY, MARCH 23, 2013 – Adm. Pietrefesa said that the insurance is in force and there have been no problems in the past.


Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to approve the Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, March 23, 2013 at Lenape Park.



Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. Antosiewicz.

NEW
Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes

BUSINESS


Elbert – yes

(Con’t)


Hazard – yes





O’Brien – yes





Mangin – yes



Motion carried.


NJ AMERICAN PLANNING ASSOCIATION RE:  COMMUNITY PLANNING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM GRANT – Mayor Mangin said that this is a grant for an economic development study and the possible uses in the community.  Planner Sunyak said that the grant has been submitted to the NJ APA Chapter which is through the Community Assistance Program TPAP.  The purpose of the grant is for pro bono assistance and the request is to create a vision plan and planning documents which would be used to help evaluate the area’s economic competitive strengths and weaknesses.  Unfortunately, the Township does not have the resources or staffing to prepare the work in-house.  If the grant is awarded, NJ APA would assign staff members and planning consultants to work with the Township.  They will prepare and evaluate the planning documents.  They will study the area’s strengths and weaknesses and come up with a vision plan.  This will show where the Township has assets and where the Township can promote itself in a positive direction.  It is a relatively small grant amount of $1,500.00.  She requested that the match of $1,500.00 be waived.  Resolution #13-50 is a requirement for the application of the grant.  Comm. Antosiewicz said that the Hunterdon County Chamber of Commerce is also  completing an economic survey.  



DEVELOPER’S AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN AND TOLL NJ, L.P. FOR MOUNTAINVIEW AT HUNTERDON – Attorney Cruz said that there was a development known as Hilltop that was approved by the Planning Board several years ago  This development has not been purchased by Toll Brothers from Raritan Hills Corporation.  This is a typical Township agreement that would be entered with any other developer tailored for this particular site.  There are certain obligations that Raritan Hills had made to the Township as a part of the approval process.  Those commitments are continued in this development agreement.  The most significant aspect of this development agreement is that this development will be constructed in two phases, Phase I and Phase II.  The roads of this development will not become public until both phases are completed.  Phase I is in the front of the property and Phase II is in the back of the property.  Some open space is being dedicated to the municipality, along with some other parcels.  Comm. Antosiewicz asked about the water pump station that is going to support the development.  Attorney 
NEW
Cruz said that the pump station will furnish the first 50 homes. Adm. Pietrefesa said 
BUSINESS
that the Committee will receive plans from the Fire Marshal for approval of the 
(Con’t)
installations of the fire hydrants.  A resolution was adopted later in the meeting to authorize the Mayor and Clerk to sign the Developer’s Agreement.


BLOCK 5, LOT 17.13 RE:  REQUEST TO FARM A PORTION OF THE PROPERTY – This was discussed earlier in the meeting.


SUPPORTING SUSTAINABLE STATE FUNDING FOR PRESERVATION AND STEWARDSHIP OF OPEN SPACE, PARKS, FARMLAND AND HISTORIC SITES IN NEW JERSEY – A resolution was adopted later in the meeting.  
ORDINANCES


ORDINANCE #13-1
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN, COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY ESTABLISHING A SALARY, WAGE AND COMPENSATION PLAN FOR THE YEARS 2012-2014 FOR EMPLOYEES IN THE CWA LOCAL 1040 WHITE COLLAR BARGAINING UNIT AND PROVIDING FOR THE ADMINISTRATION THEREOF.


Meeting opened to the public.  No one appeared
Mayor Mangin asks for a motion to close the meeting to the public on Ordinance 

#13-1.

Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. Hazard.

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes


Elbert – yes


Hazard – yes


O’Brien – yes


Mangin – yes

Motion carried.

Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to adopt Ordinance #13-1 on final consideration, same to be published according to law.

ORDINANCES
Motion was made by Comm. Hazard and seconded by Comm. O’Brien.
(Con’t)

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes



Elbert – yes



Hazard – yes



O’Brien – yes



Mangin – yes


Motion carried.

CORRES-
a.
League of Municipalities: (All Information is on File in the Clerk’s Office):
PONDENCE

Invitation to Attend 2013 New Jersey Conference on Tourism; “Disciplinary Actions in the Public Sector”; Economic Development Program Scheduled for Local Officials; League Opposes Early Voting Bills A3553 and S2364; Public Hearing of the New Jersey Clean Water Council; Resolution to Delegate Registration Fees, and Meal Ticket Fees for the Cancelled 2012 Annual League Conference; State FY 2014 Budget Proposal Analysis Update; Survey on the Impact of Hurricane Sandy; Mayor Mironov Testifies on Proposed State Budget; Disaster Assistance Registration Extended; Recap of Legislative Developments on Monday, March 4th; Follow Up to Appellate Court Decision in Keyport v. IUOE Local 68, Belmar v. CWA AFL-CIO, Mount Laurel v. CWA and AFSCME Council 71; BPU and League of Municipalities Vegetation Management Pilot; PERS and PFRS Boards Adopt Valuation Reports; Bank Correspondence about Affordable Housing Units and Referencing NJLM

b.
Town of Clinton Resolution re:  Opposition to Senate Bill #2511 Amendments to Open Public Meetings Act

c.
NJ DEP News re:  Christie Administration Awards Anti-Idling Grants to 9 Counties

d.
HART Commuter Information

e.
NJ DCA Information

f.
American Water Environmental Grant Program re:  Shippen Riverside Watershed Protection Clean Up – A grant was submitted to help clean up the Shippen Property.  
g.
Hunterdon County Chamber of Commerce News (Booklet on File in the Clerk’s Office)


Comm. Antosiewicz said that the Dvoor Property has received an historical grant in 


the amount of $40,000.00.  He and Comm. Elbert will meet with the representatives.
NON
Minutes:
CONSENT

AGENDA
Township Committee Meetings Minutes:
February 19, 2013


(Present at this meeting were Mangin, Antosiewicz, Elbert and O’Brien)


Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to approve the Minutes of February 19, 2013.


Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. O’Brien.


Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes




Elbert – yes




O’Brien – yes




Mangin – yes


Motion carried.
      CONSENT
All matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Township 
      AGENDA

Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.





1)
Township Committee Meeting Minutes:
February 5, 2013


2)
Township Committee Executive Session Minutes:
February 5, 2013
Resolutions:

Resolution #13-41 – Return of Street Opening Bond to Jeff and Louise Kuphal

Resolution #13-42 – Tonnage Grant
Resolution #13-43 – Escrow Refunds
Resolution #13-44 – Opposition to A3553/S2364 – Early Voting

Resolution #13-47 – Cancellation of Uncollected Taxes
Resolution #13-48 – Becks-Cornet Bikeway & Pedestrian Trail re:  Six-Month 


          Extension from March 24, 2013
CONSENT

Resolution #13-50 - NJ American Planning Association re:  Community Planning 
AGENDA



          Assistance Program Grant
(Con’t)
Resolution #13-51 – Authorizing the Mayor and Clerk to Sign a Development 

Agreement Between the Township of Raritan and Toll N.J.,L.P., for Mountain View at Hunterdon
Resolution #13-52 – Supporting Sustainable State Funding for Preservation and


          Stewardship of Open Space, Parks, Farmland and Historic


          Sites in New Jersey
Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda.

Motion was made by Comm. Hazard and seconded by Comm. Antosiewicz.

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes

Elbert – yes

Hazard – yes

O’Brien – yes

Mangin – yes

Motion carried.
PRIVILEGE
Anyone may address the Committee on any issue for three (3) minutes.

OF THE


FLOOR

***
Greg Alex, 4 Manchur Court, said that his property is on Autumn Leaf                          Boulevard and has three children that play in the street.  He is in the process of             collecting signatures opposing the extension of Autumn Leaf Boulevard.  He                did not find anyone in his community, which includes Kentview and Spring                  Hollow, that wanted this road extended.  He understood that it was part of the               Master Plan.  He felt that the money set aside for this could be used for                         other projects.  He wanted to know what the process was to stop this project.



Mayor Mangin said that this was done by prior Township Committees.  There were public hearings held on this matter.  It was also a request from the school bus representatives and the Fire Department.   




***
Mr. Alex said that, as a community, the present homeowners expressed that                  this is not a good idea.  He said that the community will formalize their                         opinion in writing.
PRIVILEGE
Attorney Cruz asked Eng. Hajjar how this road became part of the Master Plan.  Eng. 
OF THE

Hajjar said the biggest issue was egress and ingress out of the Kentview development. 
FLOOR

There is only one way in and one way out.  The other part is the school bus locations.  
(Con’t)

Attorney Cruz wanted to know why it was important to have more than one way in and one way out.  Eng. Hajjar said in case there is an emergency, there would be no access for emergency vehicles if something were to happen on Everitts Hill Road or April Lane.  Mr. Hajjar said that there are several residents in the area that do want Autumn Leaf extended all the way to Route 12.  The school buses will not go into an area where there is a cul-de-sac.  The resident that lives on a cul-de-sac would have to transport their children to Everitts Hill Road in order for the school bus to pick them up.  

***
Mr. Alex said he did not want his three children to stand on Route 12 waiting               for a school bus.  

Eng. Hajjar said he has received several phone calls and emails from residents in favor of extending Autumn Leaf.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that the funds are coming from a bond ordinance that was amended last year to add additional funding because too much time had elapsed.  The bonds were publicly noticed and adopted.  Eight years ago, in addition to the concerns about the school bussing and the Fire Company, several residents were asking for the road extension.  The Committee will have to decide whether they will address the overall concerns or not.  Also, the Heritage Baptist Church located on Route 12 donated a piece of property to the Township for this purpose.  This is another concern that the Township will have to consider.
***
Mr. Alex said that their next step from a process standpoint is to try and show the voice of the community which some may be in favor of and some may be against.  In his opinion, the overwhelming majority will vote against the extension.  He wanted to know if they should come before the Township Committee again at a later date and submit the petition.  

Attorney Cruz said that the public always has the right to petition the government.  If they believed that they want to get signatures and submit the petition to the Clerk, the Clerk will accept it and circulate it to the Township Committee members.  Mr. Alex was welcome to come back.  Attorney Cruz said that this decision was not looked at lightly, it has a fairly long history and the request is coming at the end of the process that has been many years in the making.  However, he has the right to petition the government.

PRIVILEGE
***
Kirk Frey, 16 Manchur Court, said that one of his concerns was that Autumn  
OF THE
                        Leaf is a very steep road.  He did an informal analysis with his GPS and it  
FLOOR
                        actually maps out, in one quarter mile, to a 19% grade which is very steep and
(Con’t)
                        more than it is supposed to be.  Having a school bus stop on an extra steep                    slope does not seem like a great idea.  He was also concerned about his                         children being on a school bus that is going down a steeper grade than is                       allowed.  He has seen emergency vehicles coming in and out without a                          problem.

Attorney Cruz said that the engineer did not say that the vehicles could not make it; what he was referring to was that if you have one access point and if that access point is blocked, then the area is without emergency services.

***
Mr. Frey said that there is emergency access without general access.  At this     time, there are several mounds of dirt that has been left there to keep people from driving over it.  By removing the dirt, it would allow emergency vehicles access to the road.  He stated that he has not seen the plans, however, his understanding was that they have changed from the original plans. Autumn Leaf was going to exit on to Bonetown Road which would not be much of a concern as having the road exit directly on to Route 12.

Eng. Hajjar said that according to the Master Plan, Autumn Leaf Boulevard is a collector street and Bonetown Road is not.  Autumn Leaf Boulevard must be given the right-of-way.  
***
Mr. Frey reiterated about the excessive grading on the road.  The maximum that is supposed to be allowed is 12%.  This grade is 18% to 19% with portions of the street much steeper than that.  
Eng. Hajjar said he did not believe that the grading was 18% to 19%.  

***
Christian Cuzick, 5 Blossom Court, a part of the Spring Hollow development, said that he opposes the extension of Autumn Leaf.  First that he is the father of three young children and they often go through the neighborhood meeting with other children.  He thought that the extension of Autumn Leaf would result in more traffic.  He also thought that having a somewhat secluded road with single point of access keeps the value of the homes.  He moved into his home less than one year ago.  The sign posted states that there is no outlet, which would keep traffic out of the neighborhood.    

PRIVILEGE
Mayor Mangin said that he understood the concerns of all, however, it is not the point 
OF THE

of interest by the Committee to go around and pick and choose which roads should be 
FLOOR

open or closed unless there is due cause for it.  This matter began with people from the 
(Con’t)

community asking the Township Committee to make sure that the school buses come into the neighborhood and also that there is access to emergency vehicles.  A study was done and public hearings were held.  There was money bonded for this project and a whole process associated with this.  The Township was acting on the request from the people in the neighborhood.  

***
Mr. Cuzick said that there many new people that have moved into the neighborhood that do not want to see this project completed.  He wanted to know how the residents can move forward to change this decision.    

Attorney  Cruz said that the residents could make a petition to the government and the government will address it.  At this point, this is the second time the Committee has heard multiple comments and the Committee will have to review those comments.  It doesn’t necessarily mean that the Committee will reverse what has already been done because the responsibility of the Committee is to the entire community.  
***
Bassem Kandil, 2 Manchur Court, said he has lived in the community for a                   while and felt the same way about it being a secluded community with no                     worry about traffic.  He felt that the children are safe because there is only 

one way in and one way out.  He felt that there is no benefit to extend Autumn              Leaf.  It is a very steep street and dangerous in inclement weather.  He wanted              clarity on the word community.

Attorney Cruz said that the word community means the entire town.   Adm. Pietrefesa said that, to the best of his knowledge, while the Township may recommend where the school buses should stop, the schools are the ones that determine where they stop.  The bus stops can change at any time.  
***
Shawn Holding, 7 Manchur Court, said that the community came together to                ask the Community to reconsider, based on some of the reasons set forth.   If                there is no practical need for the road, why is it being considered.  He said that             he drove through Old Farm Road and saw a sign that said emergency vehicles              only, however, there was an additional signage that said by Order of the Fire                 Marshal.  This would mean that only emergency service vehicles could get                   through that area if there was a need.  He said that his neighborhood should be             made accessible to emergency vehicles. He made mention to the very steep                   grading of the road.   He also felt that the Committee should reconsider this                  project and spend the $484,000 elsewhere.
PRIVILEGE
Eng. Hajjar said that the Pastor from the Heritage Baptist Church came to see him to 
OF THE

inform him that motorists are driving over his lawn from Bonetown Road and Route 
FLOOR

12 to access Autumn Leaf Drive instead of going all the way around.  This has 
(Con’t)

happened multiple times and he has made reports to the police.  

***
Barbara Sachau, 2 Glenway, asked about the Ingerman property and whether there is a need for this project now after four or five years.  She wanted to know if the Township has to show that there is still a need for this project.   

Attorney Cruz said that what was explained is that the municipality has an Affordable Housing obligation.  In order to meet that Affordable Housing obligation, the town put together a comprehensive plan.  That plan included this development.  The agency in charge of Affordable Housing gave the town substative certification meaning the plan was certified and it became an obligation of the town to see that it is constructed by the year 2018.  So the answer to Mrs. Sachau’s question is that there is still a need and there has been a continuing need for affordable housing.  

***
Mrs. Sachau said she would like to petition for a resolution from the                              Committee to the State Legislature to control the pension costs.  She also said              that the Urbach Farm was not listed on the agenda.  She said that the public                  would like to hear the debate on it and the comments.  She asked that the                      debate take place before the public at the next meeting.  

Mayor Mangin said that Comm. Elbert is in charge of rural quality and the Urbach Farm was part of his report.   Attorney Cruz said that there was no action take on the Urbach matter.  As Mayor Mangin stated, the liaison to the Open Space Committee gave a report on the matter.  
***
Harriet Mugwanya, 12 Kentview Court, said that when she first moved into                  this area, that Hilltop Road was supposed to be used for emergency services.  

Eng. Hajjar said that Hilltop Road is just a paper street and does not exist.  Mayor Mangin asked that the engineer take another look at this project.  He wanted the people from the entire neighborhood to send in a petition so he can see what percentage of residents are for or against the project.  He wanted the engineer to see if there were any other alternatives or if there is still a need for the expansion.  He wanted the engineer’s comments by the April 2nd Township Committee Meeting.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that the engineer has to go out to bid for this project sooner rather than later because the warm weather is approaching.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that he has financing issues that have to take place in May.  This way he could borrow the rest of the money needed rather than make it a stand alone borrowing.  When the borrowing is done altogether, 
PRIVILEGE
the Township would receives a more favorable rate.  He will need to know before the
OF THE

end of April what the Committee’s decision is so he can schedule and start the 
FLOOR

processing of borrowing money.  It is going to take two to three weeks to send out the 
(Con’t)

proposals.  Planner Sunyak said that it may make sense to reach out to the school districts, since they are the ones that are part of the process that determines school bus stops.  She felt that a representative of the school district should speak to the Committee to get the school’s input.  Comm. Antosiewicz said that emergency services should also be involved.  He also stated that he was a member of the Planning Board when this project was first started.  He has driven on the steep road and he would not want to see any school bus or emergency vehicles go down that road.  
***
Frank Veneziale, Emergency Services Coordinator, said that there is always                  communication with the Department of Public Works to make sure that all                   roads with steep inclines are accessible to emergency vehicles.  .  

Mayor Mangin announced that Comm. Gary Hazard has submitted his resignation from the Township Committee, effective March 31, 2013.  His fine service to the Committee is going to be halted by the professional side of his career.  His business is going to demand more of his time.  He thanked Comm. Hazard for being a great help to the Committee and a great help with his expertise on parks, schools kids and the programs.  He hoped that he could continue.  On behalf of the Township Committee, he thanked him very much.  There will be a process to appoint a new committee member.  

Comm. Hazard said that his business is growing significantly in Hunterdon County and a few other States.  He will go from 28 employees to a venture with over 200 employees.  He has to be in Rhode Island the first week of each month.  It was a tough decision and hopes that one day he can do it again.  He thanked the employees of Raritan Township and the Township Committee.   
Chief Tabasko said he has been with Raritan Township for thirty-three years and has seen many Committee members come and go.  He said that the time spent with Comm. Hazard when he was Police Commissioner and knowing him as a businessman and a human being, he found him to be extremely honest and one of the best that the Township has every had.  He thanked Comm. Hazard for his services.

After the regular meeting at 8:58 p.m. Attorney Cruz read Resolution #13-49 in full.  
Resolution #13-49 -  CLOSED SESSION:

                                   Contractual – Contract Negotiations:  PBA Local 337;

Teamster’s Union Local 469; CWA White

Collar Union Local 1040; Supervisor’s Union;

Higher Level Supervisor’s Union



           Litigation -      Potential Litigation – Township of Raritan v. 
                                                            Flemington Mall, LTD    

Mayor Mangin asks for a motion to adopt Resolution #13- 49.

Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. Hazard.

Vote:
5 – 0 motion carried.

Executive Session Minutes are on a separate document.

OPEN 
The meeting is in Open Session.

SESSION

FURTHER
No Further Action.

ACTION
ADJOURN-
Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting

MENT


Motion was made by Comm. O’Brien and seconded by Comm. Elbert.


Vote:
5 – 0 motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at:
10:35 p.m.  






Respectfully submitted,







Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC







Township Clerk
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