          Raritan Township Committee Minutes

                     March 20, 2012


The Township Committee of the Township of Raritan met on March 20, 2012
at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey 

MEETING
Mayor Elbert called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
CALLED

ROLL CALL
The following were present: Mayor Oliver Elbert, Deputy Mayor Michael Mangin, Comm. John King, Comm. Gary Hazard and Comm. Thomas Antosiewicz.  Also present was Adm. Allan Pietrefesa and Attorney Albert Cruz.   
MEETING
Mayor Elbert advised that the meeting was advertised in accordance with the

ADVERTISED 
Open Public Meetings Act in the January 12, 2012 issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat and was posted on the office bulletin board and the Township Website.      


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF SILENCE


Mayor Elbert asked all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag and to remain standing for a Moment of Silence to Remember our Men and Women serving in the Armed Forces and in Particular Those Serving In Troubled Areas Around the World. 
PUBLIC
It is the policy of the Township Committee that all public comments on an issue shall

COMMENT
be limited to three minutes per person.  Public comment shall be permitted on items of concern regarding the agenda only.  In addition, time will be allotted at the end of the meeting for public comment on any issue.  


***
Barbara Sachau, 2 Glenway Drive, was concerned about the letter from Tom Myer about the Urbach Farm in which he stated that he would like to continue farming on the property.  He is also trying to get the hunting club back to hunt on the property.  This is partly Green Acres land and not necessary for farmers. The purpose for the preservation of the land was for recreation.  She wanted the Committee to object to farming and hunting.  She felt that this was not an asset to Raritan Township.

Mayor Elbert said that the Township was not entertaining any hunting at this time.
FINANCIAL
Payment of Bills as Listed for Raritan Township:
$  416,544.24
ISSUES


Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to approve the Bill List.

Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. Hazard.

FINANCIAL
Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes

ISSUES



Hazard – yes

(Con’t)



King – yes





Mangin – yes





Elbert – yes


Motion carried.


BUDGET TRANSFERS 

Resolution #12-53 – Budget Transfers (4 Votes Needed for Adoption)


Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #12-53.


Adm. Pietrefesa said he reduced the salary in the overtime budget down to $20,000 from $30,000.  Last year, the Township spent $87,000 on snow removal.  There is an allocation of $50,000 this year.  The Township has already spent $15,700 of that overtime money on three different storms.  There were two weekends that ate up the money in the budget.  There is only $4,000 left in the regular budget.  $10,000 was put into the snow trust at this time which now totals $30,000.  If additional money is needed, the Township is required to do an emergency appropriation.  This appropriation will have to be added to the 2013 budget.  He recommended that $20,000 be transferred into the snow trust from the Police Department Salaries and Wages.  The salary account has $103,000 that was unencumbered from last year.  By reducing the salary account, the total remaining would be $80,000 that would end up going back into surplus at the end of the year unless a 2011 bill comes in.  Once the money is put into the snow trust fund, it cannot be taken out.  Comm. King asked if the $20,000 could be returned to the Police Department.  Adm. Pietrefesa said no.  If the money is not transferred into the snow trust fund, it will be cancelled to surplus at the end of the year.  


Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. Mangin.


Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes





Hazard – yes





King – no





Mangin – yes





Elbert – yes


Motion carried.

FINANCIAL
Revenue Report – February, 2012

ISSUES
(Con’t)
Adm. Pietrefesa said that there were some changes to the anticipated amount.  This is just a preliminary report.
REPORTS
LIAISON REPORTS



Mayor Elbert – Administration/Finance/Personnel & Rural Quality – Mayor Elbert announced that Engineer Fred Coppola will be retiring effective May 1st.   The Hunterdon County Freeholders awarded the Hunterdon Land Trust a grant of $298,350 towards the purchase of the Ewing property.  



Tom Antosiewicz – Parks & Recreation; Flemington-Raritan Schools, Hunterdon



Central HS, Shared Services & RTMUA – Comm. Antosiewicz said that he was working on renewals for Flemington Borough Court and for police services to East Amwell Township.  Superintendent Nolan, Flemington-Raritan School District, will be at the next Township Committee Meeting on April 3rd.  Hunterdon Central High School is seeking a new principal.  On March 24, 2012, there will be a High School Foundation Event.  The Green Team held two meeting this month.  Earth Day will be celebrated on April 21, 2012 at the fairgrounds in Ringoes.  Arbor Day will be celebrated on April 27, 2012.  He also attended an RTMUA meeting, as well as a follow up meeting with the County, on some potential diversion opportunities for the RTMUA’s facility.  He joined the Transportation Advisory Committee & attended the NJ Transit Service Event in Somerset County, along with Comm. King.  


John King – Public Works – Comm. King asked that he read a statement regarding the vote that he made several meetings ago.  “The lack of attention on my part resulted in voting for the payment of sick time to a retired Township employee.  I regret, as the vote is not consistent with my policies in the matter of payments for accrued sick leave, I am opposed to payments for accrued sick time and wanted to make that clear”. Given the opportunity, he would vote against the payment, but keeping in mind that this position has no negative bearing on his respect and hopes for the continued success for that retired employee.  It is simply limited to the scope of the issue of payments for accrued sick leave.  He thanked everyone for the opportunity to have this put into the record.   
REPORTS
Michael Mangin – Economic Development & Board of Health – A list of vacant 
(Con’t)
properties was given to Choose New Jersey.  In this way, the marketing director could direct new companies to visit Raritan Township.  A computerized property listing program will be compiled with the properties that are available in Raritan Township.  There is a company from Middlesex County that is looking at the Beemis property.  


Candidates are being sought for the US Bronze property.


Clerk Sollena, reported that a representative from the County Health Department was present at the Board of Health Meeting to assure the Township that it would continue to provide the same services.  There will be septic and well inspections, rabies information and food establishment inspections.  The County conducted only one inspection per establishment and this year they will increase it to two for the problematic restaurants.  The pre-packed establishments such as drug stores and department stores will only have one inspection.  Clerk Sollena will ask the County about the illicit connections that Eng. Coppola has been working on.    



Gary Hazard – Parks & Recreation, Public Safety/Affordability & Wellness – Comm. Hazard announced the retirement of Donna Foran, Municipal Court Administrator.  She said she would extend the date of her retirement in order for the Township to find a replacement.  Interviews are now being conducted.  The parks are open and cleaned up.  There will be an Easter Egg hunt on May 31, 2012.  Chief Tabasko said that with regard to the grants from Homeland Security, those funds come into the County.  A portion of the money goes to the Fire Company, Rescue Squad.  The Police Chiefs are also approached and asked how they could use some of the money.  This year, the County is revamping the in-car computers so the entire County could communicate with the municipalities.  The Police Department also received some ballistic shields.  This will be a savings of hundreds of thousands of dollars in the long run.  

***      Frank Veneziale, Coordinator of Emergency Management Office, said that the County has a working group committee of which he is a member.  Some of those funds are marked for law enforcement.  He hopes that he will be receiving a very special ambulance that will be housed locally at the Rescue Squad and dispersed to the He also hopes to receive a shelter trailer.  Comm. King said that there is $72,000 allocated by the County for portable shelters.  There will also be radio upgrades which will benefit the entire County.  There may also be tablets given to the rescue squads.  

Comm. King said that when he arrived at his home, Dave Carson was blocking his road on one end and Lt. Nick Buck and Sgt. Lessig were at the other end responding to what they believed was a concern.  Someone said they saw a person walking with a rifle.  The professionalism by which they held themselves in that kind of danger and the way they responded to Sgt. Lessig’s command to diffuse the situation was great.   He complemented everyone that was involved.  

UNFINISHED
DESIGNATING RARITAN JUNCTION, LLC AS THE REDEVELOPER

BUSINESS
FOR BLOCK 16.02, LOT 41 – Attorney Cruz said that the designation of a redeveloper is part of the process under the Redevelopment Act.  The designation is for the property owner to be the redeveloper for that property.  Again, it is just simply a step in the redevelopment process.  

 NEW
VFW EASTER EGG HUNT – MARCH 31, 2012 – It was the consensus of the
 BUSINESS
Committee to grant permission to the VFW for the Easter Egg Hunt.  Adm. Pietrefesa was concerned about a Certification of Insurance.  Attorney Cruz said that if this is an organized group, they have their own insurance and they should be able to issue the Township a Certificate of Insurance.


HYLAND, LLC – BLOCK 9.02, LOT 5.01 – DONATION OF LAND – Adm. Pietrefesa said that a request was made from the owner of the property to donate the land.  This property is right next to River Road that was realigned and Route 31 North. He felt that this property was of no value to the Township.  He will tell the owner of the property to contact the adjoining owners to see if they are interested.  The matter was tabled.  



URBACH FARMING LEASE – Mayor Elbert said that this property has been farmed in the past.  The Public Works Department would not have to maintain it.  At this point it is in the best interest of the Township to keep a portion for farming.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that Green Acres has no problem with this.  Attorney Cruz said that in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:12-14.1 – The temporary continuance of the private agricultural or horticultural use would not compromise that public use, it may lease the real property to the prior lessee for agricultural or horticulture use for such period, consideration and other terms and conditions as shall be mutually agreed upon.  The Committee has to decide whether it wants to enter into an agreement with the current farmer.  When the town acquired the property, the property was subject to a lease.  That lease expired at the end of December, 2011.  Green Acres was aware that there was a farmer on the property when they authorized the Township to go forward and close on the property.    
ORDINANCES

ORDINANCE #12-2

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF BLOCK 41, LOT 63, AND BLOCK 23, LOT 4, AS SHOWN ON THE TAX MAPS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN, BY PUBLIC AUCTION AS REQUIRED BY LAW.
Meeting opened to the public. 

ORDINANCES    ***     John Collins, Raritan Township, asked for clarity on the Mayor’s meeting with 
(Con’t)
                             the potential farmer that it would be strictly to discuss farming and not the letter that was specifically about hunting.    

Mayor Elbert informed Mr. Collins that this is only for farming.  Ordinance #12-2 is for the sale of properties at auction.

Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to close the meeting to the public on Ordinance
#12-2.
Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. Mangin.

Vote:
               5 – 0 motion carried.

Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to adopt Ordinance #12-2 on final consideration, same to be published according to law.

Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. Mangin.

Roll Call Vote:            Antosiewicz – yes


Hazard – yes


King – yes


Mangin – yes


Elbert – yes

Motion carried.

Adm. Pietrefesa said that the bids will be received on April 11, 2012.  The next meeting will be Monday, April 16, 2012 at which time the Committee can address the bids.  The packets will be sent to the adjacent homeowners.  The regular meeting was changed from April 17th to April 16th due to the School Board Elections.  Although there will be no School Board Election, the Court may have already booked the court room for April 17th.  Attorney Cruz said the meeting could be held in the conference room, however, an amended notice must be sent out with the date, time and place for the meeting.  
CORRES-
a.
League of Municipalities: (All Information is on File in the Clerk’s Office):
PONDENCE

CEU Tracking System for League Conference Sessions; Women in Municipal Government Day; S01451 – Reforms to the Open Public Meetings Act; Upcoming Sustainable Jersey Workshops and Webinars; Conflict Resolution During the Shared Service Process; Permit Extension Bill Advances in Senate; “New Jersey Residential Transformation Act; Advances in Assembly; Budget 
CORRES-

League of Municipalities: (Con’t)

PONDENCE

committee Hearings On Line Registration Available Make the Case for Relief 
(Con’t)

funding Restoration; Assembly Budget Committee to Review Energy Tax Issue; Bloustein School’s 20th Anniversary Celebration; S-743  & A1338 Extends and Expands Permit Extension Act of 2008; Important Decision Regarding OPRA and Mailing Lists; Leaves of Absence in New Jersey; “Conflict Resolution During the Shared Service Process; Senate Energy Tax Restoration Follow-Up Needed; Senate and Assembly Voting Sessions on Thursday;

b.
Comcast Information


c.
Township of Readington Resolution re:  Urging Restoration of Funding to the PARIS Grants Program



Comment:
It was the consensus of the Committee to have a resolution prepared for adoption at the next meeting.  


d.
Letter from Linda Woo re:  Solicitor’s Permit


Comment:
Comm. King asked that this be addressed.  


e.
Hunterdon County Board of Chosen Freeholders Resolution re:  Supporting Governor Christie’s Proposal to Create the Veterans Haven North Facility in the County of Hunterdon


Comment:
Comm. King asked if the Committee would like to forward a resolution supporting this proposal.  It was the consensus of the Committee to support Governor Christie’s proposal.  A resolution will be listed for adoption at the next meeting parallel to the County’s resolution.


f.
NJ DEP Remedial Action Groundwater Permit re:  Rexam Corp., 112 Church Street Extension (Information on File in the Clerk’s Office)

g.
2012 – 2013 Municipal Percentage Shares for Tax Levies for Regional School Districts and Districts Merged Pursuant to P.L.2009, c 78

      CONSENT
All matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Township 
      AGENDA

Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.





1)
Township Committee Meeting Minutes:
February 21, 2012


2)
Township Committee Executive Session Minutes:
February 17, 2012

            February 21, 2012

March 6, 2012

3)
Budget Meeting Minutes:
February 7, 2012





CONSENT 
Resolutions:

AGENDA
(Con’t)

a.
Resolution #12-58 – Escrow Refunds

b.
Resolution #12-59 – Authorizing the Township of Raritan to Supply                                             Gasoline to the Raritan Township Fire Company                                           Owned Vehicles

c.
Resolution #12-61 – Designating Raritan Junction, LLC as the                                                                   Redeveloper for Block 16.02, Lot 41

d.
Resolution #12-62 – Tonnage Grants

Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda with the removal of Item 12b

Resolution #12-59 – Authorizing the Township of Raritan to Supply Gasoline to the

Raritan Township Fire Company Owned Vehicles.

Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Antosiewicz.

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes




Hazard – yes




King – yes




Mangin – yes




Elbert – yes

Motion carried.

Resolution #12-59 – Authorizing the Township of Raritan to Supply Gasoline to the

                                   Raritan Township Fire Company Owned Vehicles

Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #12-59.

Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Hazard.

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes




Hazard – yes




King – yes




Mangin – recuse




Elbert – yes

Motion carried.


RARITAN TOWNSHIP FIRE COMPANY APPLICATIONS

1)
Michael S. Guzy

2)
Justin Durflinger

Mayor Elbert asks for a motion to approve the Fire Company Applications for Michael Gusy and Justin Durflinger

Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Antosiewicz.
Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes




Hazard – yes




King – yes




Mangin – recuse




Elbert – yes

Motion carried.

PRIVILEGE
Anyone may address the Committee on any issue for three (3) minutes.
OF THE
FLOOR
***
Barbara Sachau, 2 Glenway, commented that there is a huge amount of general tax

dollars that went into purchasing the Urbach Farm.  This is not to preserve farms but for general use for everyone.  When the land is given to a farmer for farming, the general public cannot use the land.  She wanted to know if there was any conflict of interest in Mayor Elbert getting involved in the situation, since he is a farmer and he may be somewhat prone to push the right to farm.  
Attorney Cruz said that Mayor Elbert had absolutely no conflict of interest.  He has no personal interest in that matter.

***
Ms. Sachau asked about the Corcodillos matter.  The issue was about speaking for three minutes.  In one year, coming to each meeting, a person can speak for 144 minutes.  Raritan Township has a $16 million budget and the public is only allowed a little over two hours to speak in one year.  She felt that the public needs more time to speak to the Committee to discuss important matters.  She wanted to know where she could obtain further information on what bills were paid to whom.    
Attorney Cruz said that she must make an OPRA request to the Township Clerk and refer the request to the Finance Office.

2012 BUDGET UPDATE




All budget matters were discuss earlier in the meeting.
ADJOURN-
Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting

MENT


Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Hazard..    


Vote:
5 – 0 motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at: 8:15 p.m.  






Respectfully submitted,







Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC







Township Clerk
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