          Raritan Township Committee Minutes

                     March 6, 2012


The Township Committee of the Township of Raritan met this date at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey 

MEETING
Mayor Elbert called the regular meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.
CALLED

ROLL CALL
The following were present: Mayor Oliver Elbert, Deputy Mayor Michael Mangin, Comm. John King, Comm. Gary Hazard and Comm. Thomas Antosiewicz.  Also present was Adm. Allan Pietrefesa and Attorney Albert Cruz.   
MEETING
Mayor Elbert advised that the meeting was advertised in accordance with the

ADVERTISED 
Open Public Meetings Act in the January 12, 2012 issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat and was posted on the office bulletin board and the Township Website.      


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF SILENCE


Mayor Elbert asked all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag and to remain standing for a Moment of Silence to Remember our Men and Women serving in the Armed Forces and in Particular Those Serving In Troubled Areas Around the World. 

GARDEN CLUB OF NEW JERSEY DISTRICT IV – PRESENTATION BY SUSAN O’DONNELL OF A $500 GRANT FOR COMMUNITY GARDEN


*** 
Susan O’Donnell presented a $500 grant to Raritan Township to be used for the Community Garden.  There was also a donation of $1,000 worth of shrubs and perennials.


Mayor Elbert thanked Ms. O’Donnell and said that Raritan Township is very fortunate to have so many people helping with the Community Garden Project.


EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT 


Comm. King said that Michael Siani, Eagle Scout Candidate, Troop 194, has already met with him and Eng. Fred Coppola.  This project will be similar to what the Township has done for other Eagle Scout Candidates.  

***
Michael Siani said that his project is located at Lone Cedar Park, off of Old Clinton Road.  He would like to build a gravel parking lot at the beginning of the park with spaces for about six cars.  Two trails would be built off of it that would lead into the main trail that Anthony Baciagalupo accomplished.  One concern from Eng. Coppola was that the headlights from the cars would disturb 

EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT: (Con’t) 



the local neighbors.  He contacted Green Acres, which owns the land, and they approved this project as long as it does not increase the use of the park.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that Eng. Coppola expressed another concern that the cars would have to back out onto Old Clinton Road and would present a danger.  There would be no room for the cars to turn around.     

Adm. Pietrefesa said that there are no funds in the Township’s budget to support this project.  Comm. Antosiewicz said that there was a lot of damage to the work that Mr.  Baciagalupo had done previously and he was concerned if this would happen again.  It was the consensus of the Committee for Michael Siani to move forward with the Eagle Scout Project.     
PUBLIC
It is the policy of the Township Committee that all public comments on an issue shall

COMMENT
be limited to three minutes per person.  Public comment shall be permitted on items of concern regarding the agenda only.  In addition, time will be allotted at the end of the meeting for public comment on any issue.  


***
Barbara Sachau, 2 Glenway, wanted to know about the $194,000 salary for the Administrator.  She pointed out that the Governor of New Jersey earns $175,000.  


Adm. Pietrefesa said that this is for two (2) salaries for the Administrator’s Office, not one.  Attorney Cruz said that S & W means Salary and Wages and OE means Operating Expenses.  Those are two line items within the department.

***
Ms. Sachau also asked about the police officer who is retiring with sick time.  She wanted to know what the policy was with regard to holding over sick time for the police under the contract.  She also wanted to know how many hours could be carried over.



Adm. Pietrefesa said that there is no maximum accumulation limit, however, there is a limit on how much an employee can get paid only when they retire.  If a person leaves, they receive nothing.  When a person retires, the maximum accumulation received is 1120 hours at ½ the pay rate.  This is contractual with the PBA.  The PBA contract expires on 12/31/2012.  

FINANCIAL
Payment of Bills as Listed for Raritan Township:
$  1,613,200.70

ISSUES


Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to approve the Bill List.
FINANCIAL
Comm. King asked about the batting cage supplies on Page 4, Check #2972.  Comm. 
ISSUES
Hazard said that the batting cages at Lenape Park, which were installed by the 
(Con’t)
Township, collapsed from the October snow storm.  The storm also took down a two-inch steel pipe.  The cage was unusable.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that six pipes were purchased at a total of $435.  Comm. King also asked about the Raritan Township Current Account for $11,345 and $22,166.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that those amounts are for developer’s fees that will go back to the Township for salaries, other benefits and legal fees.  These are charges against the developer’s escrow accounts.  Comm. Mangin asked about Check #020997, payable to L-3 Communications.  He wanted to know if this company had a contract with Raritan Township for communications.  Adm. Pietrefesa said no.  Comm. Antosiewicz wanted to know if energy costs were reduced since the Township entered into the coop last August – September, 2011.  Adm. Pietrefesa said he did not have the information on how much the Township is saving.  He did say that Check #20969 to Direct Energy was the Township’s costs for one of the houses on Route 523.  Comm. Antosiewicz wanted to know how the membership in the coop is producing energy savings and what would be the degree of energy savings can be anticipated.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that it is too early to tell because the Township has only received one or two months of bills.    

Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Hazard.

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes





Hazard – yes





King – yes





Mangin – yes





Elbert – yes


Motion carried.


BUDGET TRANSFERS

Resolution #12-41 - Budget Transfers (4 Votes Needed for Adoption)


Adm. Pietrefesa said that the reason for this transfer is because there is not enough money in the Snow Reserve Trust Fund based on what was spent last year for snow removal.  The Snow Reserve Trust is established by Local Finance regulations to be used in case the Township runs out of snow money.  The transfer is from the Police 

Salaries & Wages into the Snow Trust Account in the amount of $20,000.  $10,000 is from vacation pay that was not used and $10,000 was money not spent for overtime.  The funds can only be used for 2011 expenditures.  Comm. King asked if this money 

BUDGET TRANSFERS: (Con’t)


could remain with the police.  Adm. Pietrefesa said yes.  Adm. Pietrefesa remarked that if the money is not transferred by March 31, 2012, the funds will go into surplus at the end of this year.  It was the consensus of the Committee to table the resolution until the meeting of March 20, 2012.
TAX COLLECTOR RE:  2011 ANNUAL STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS - Adm. Pietrefesa said that the Tax Collector, Diane Giaquinto, is required, by law, to submit an annual report to the Committee showing the collections and sources of funds.  He mentioned that she is doing a great job in the office.  Ms. Giaquinto sent out delinquent notices one or two weeks ago.  Comm. King asked if the unpaid taxes for 2011 was a concern or was it typical.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that the collection rate decreased about .4% because there were one or two entities that did not pay their 4th Quarter and 1st Quarter, 2012 taxes.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that the Township should recover all of the delinquent taxes.    
REPORTS
LIAISON REPORTS



Mayor Elbert – Administration/Finance/Personnel & Rural Quality – Mayor Elbert said that Attorney Cruz has had conversations with Chase Bank regarding the Shippen property.  There may be a small chance for the Township to still acquire this property. Adm. Pietrefesa said that the bond sale was held last week.  Because of the reduction over the life of the sale, the Township will be saving a gross total of $251,776.00.  Some of that amount is for open space.  This year, in general fund money, the Township will save $33,000.00.  The interest on the new bonds, which will start maturing next year, is 2% for 2013, 2014 and 2015 and 3% for 2016 and 2017.  The old bonds had interest rates in 2013 and beyond starting at 3.7% and going up to 4.2%.  The Township was very fortunate for this.  The bank sold the bonds to the State Street Bank.  This was verified by the Township Auditor.  This year, in August, the interest payment will decrease a total of $33,000.00.  


Tom Antosiewicz – Parks & Recreation; Flemington-Raritan Schools, Hunterdon



Central HS, Shared Services & RTMUA – Comm. Antosiewicz is trying to finalize the tax payment calendar to the schools.  The high school is having a charity for the Shannon Fund on Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. in the Basketball Gymnasium.  He attended a meeting, along with the Mayor, and other local municipalities regarding shared services.  He will also be working with Peter Kinsella, RTMUA, to see about moving some projects along.  He also mentioned that there will be another meeting with the Red Cross in order to find ways the Township and Red Cross could work together.     
REPORTS
John King – Public Works – Comm. King reported that the CEA, Center for 
(Con’t)
Educational Advancement, an organization that focuses on empowering, educating and employing mentally challenged individuals is having their annual dinner and dance this Saturday at the Grand Colonial.  Tickets are still available.  


Michael Mangin – Economic Development & Board of Health – Comm. Mangin said that some job numbers are being put together regarding economic development.  Two more meetings will be held on this subject.  The County Health Department will be giving a presentation at the next Board of Health Meeting regarding the status of services to Raritan Township.  Comm. King commented that Dave Ruckey, Executive Director for the Flemington Borough Business Improvement District, had a successful event on Friday and Saturday of this week.  The purpose of this event was to lay out all the different properties that are for rent and encouraging people to come out and take a look at what was available.  Twenty-four people showed up on both days.  At the end of the day, there were two solid rentals.  Raritan Township was included in the discussions.


Gary Hazard – Parks & Recreation, Public Safety/Affordability & Wellness – Comm. Hazard said that parks and trail clean ups are occurring at this time.  One of the organizations donated 30 anchor bags to the schools and parks.  These are used to keep soccer goals from moving.  The Fire Company is planning to send four people to the National Fire Instructor’s Academy at a cost of $1,000 each.  The pressure that the Committee is having from the budgetary standpoint is affecting people in the volunteer squads.  The volunteers must be adequately trained in order to best serve the people of Raritan Township.  It is unfortunate that the Township is in this situation.  Each year, the Township includes money for capital items to be used at the Fire Company’s discretion.    

UNFINISHED
REQUEST FROM RARITAN TOWNSHIP FIRE COMPANY FOR GASOLINE

BUSINESS
Adm. Pietrefesa said that with regard to the Fire Company’s request for gasoline, he was not sure how much gas the two vehicles in question will be using or how many miles are traveled.  There is no control on where and what they are used for. Years ago, the Fire Company was getting fuel from the Township and, in excess of ten years ago, was denied by the Township Committee.  He did not have any knowledge of it resuming again.      


***
Risa Hynes, Chief of the Raritan Township Fire Company, said that it has been a practice for at least 10 years that the vehicles were filled up at the Township’s facility.  The Fire Company vehicles are for Fire Company business only and not any personal use.  The Fire Company used a 2nd Command vehicle and a Fire Police vehicle.   She guessed that it would cost 
UNFINISHED

about $1,200 per year for the 2nd command vehicle traveling about 3,000 miles. 
BUSINESS

The Fire Police vehicle is used less than 1/3rd of the time.  It is only used for 
(Con’t)

minor incidents.  


Adm. Pietrefesa said that there is only one line item allocated for gasoline in the utility budget for the whole Township.  Mayor Elbert said that maybe a cap could be placed on the gasoline for the Fire Company owned vehicles.  Comm. Antosiewicz said that he will support the request, however, he is interested in the overall control of the gasoline. Comm. Hazard also supports this.  The work that they do is always above and beyond. Comm. King was in favor and suggested that a portion of the $20,000 in Salary & Wages from the Police be placed into the utility budget for gasoline for the Fire Company.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that it cannot be used for 2012 expenses.  The expense had to have been incurred in 2011.  Comm. King wanted to know if this is a policy or an ordinance.  Attorney Cruz said that the Administrator indicated that a policy was articulated by the Township Committee approximately 10 years ago.  There should now be some kind of memorialization.  Motion was made by Mayor Elbert to allow the Fire Company to use the gasoline for two vehicles with no cap.  Attorney Cruz recommended that the Committee articulate a motion that is voted upon that night.  At the next meeting, a ratifying and confirming resolution should be adopted so that there is a record that this decision was made.   



Motion was made by Comm. King to allow the Fire Department to have accesss to the Township’s resource with respect to gasoline for the two vehicles in question.  The motion was seconded by Comm. Hazard.  


Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes





Hazard – yes





King – yes





Mangin – recuse





Elbert – yes



Motion carried.



Mayor Elbert thanked the Fire Company for all the work they do.



JOHN ANDERSON – JCP&L REPRESENTATIVE



Comm. King thanked John Anderson for attending the meeting.  He also acknowledged Brad Fahey from the County Office of Emergency Management and Frank Veneziale, Raritan Township Office of Emergency Management.  He commented that there were obviously a number of service issues last year and also issues with lines of communication with regard to the needs of the community.  He was now more interested in going  forward and learning about preventative 


JOHN ANDERSON – JCP&L REPRESENTATIVE: (Con’t)



maintenance and what lines of communications might be needed in the future.  He mentioned that the Department of Public Works was more than prepared to move trees out of the way, however, that was not very well received. 


***
John Anderson, Representative of JCP&L, thanked the Township and Frank Veneziale, OEM Coordinator.  He mentioned that he has been an employee of JCP&L for 20 years and also a resident of Hunterdon County.  The storms that occurred last year were truly unprecedented in their size and scope.  The silver lining in all this is that there were many areas that were found that were in need of improvement.  JCP&L is better and stronger now than it has ever been.  There is going to be a $200 million spend that will occur between operations maintenance as well as capital improvements.  There will also be more work done on the tree maintenance program.  Communication issues need to be  revved up at the municipal level including up to date emails and phone numbers for mayors and administrators.




A new program will be set up where power outages can be grouped by tax district instead of zip codes.  With this new program he will be able to report back to the Mayor and Committee exactly how many customers are without power in Raritan Township.  This information will also be put on JCP&L’s website.  JCP&L has been working closely with the BPU (Board of Public Utilities) to identify other areas that are in need of improvements and to implement those particular improvements.  JCP&L will also be working more closely with the local Offices of Emergency Management.  He stressed the importance for JCP&L to partner with each of the municipalities.     



Comm. Mangin said that communication is vital in all types of emergencies.  He was informed by the residents that JCP&L did not seem to know what was happening at the time of the storms.  He also had a concern about emergency services and the importance of JCP&L’s response time.  If a road is blocked with wires, emergency services could not get through to help those people in need of services.  This happened some time ago on Old Croton Road.  The road was shut down for a couple of weeks and emergency vehicles had a difficult time of getting through.    


***      Mr. Anderson said that there will be a new phone system headquartered in Morristown.  It will be run like a call center but with local, knowledgeable people.  When someone calls that number, they will reach a live person.  In the Northern New Jersey region there are 450,000 meters.  When there is a major event, 10% or 45,000 are usually without power.  During Hurricane Irene, 300,000 were affected.  Eight weeks later along came a snow storm where 

JOHN ANDERSON – JCP&L REPRESENTATIVE: (Con’t)


            380,000 customers were without power.  During Hurricane Floyd, the storm of the century, JCP&L only had about 125,000 customers without power.  


Comm. King said that the crews that go out in the neighborhoods could be used to take information back to JCP&L.  Crews were approached by residents, however, the response was not good.   

***      Mr. Anderson said that JCP&L will be setting up a mini staging area with one of the local businesses in Raritan Township.  This will allow for better communication between crews and with the Flemington Line Shop which serves this area on Route 31 across from Lowes.  This is the operating hub.  He stressed the importance for anyone that is affected by a power outage to make a call to JCP&L with their specific address.   

Frank Veneziale, OEM Coordinator, said that people need to register with the Office of Emergency Management if they have devices that rely on electricity.  He also wants people to be cautious and make sure that they call emergency services.  They should not just assume that because they are registered, help will come.  He is working with John Anderson with programs that already exist so OEM can build their preparedness efforts.  He would like to see the water and ice program increased.  Comm. Hazard said that the Information Technology Committee will be meeting and setting up some 


sort of communication with the residents when shelter, food and water are a priority.   


Comm. King announced that Warren Patterson lost his sister Dale Patterson.  Warren was critical in this endeavor and many other endeavors in the Township.  The Township’s condolences were expressed.
 NEW
REIMBURSEMENT TO FLEMINGTON SOUTH GARDENS FOR 
BUSINESS
IMPROVEMENTS – Adm. Pietrefesa said that the Township entered into an agreement in December, 2009 with Flemington South Gardens to extend 96  Affordable Housing Rental Units for an additional 30 years.  In return for that, the Township agreed to contribute up to $650,000 for various upgrades including elevators in each of the units.  The money will come from the Affordable Housing Trust Fund after certain things were completed and approved by COAH.  The documentation has been received from Flemington South Gardens in accordance with what was in the agreement.  Documentation that he reviewed was submitted to the Committee.  CO’s have been issued for the elevators.  A resolution was adopted later in the meeting.
NEW                       RETURN OF PERFORMANCE BONDS TO – Adm. Pietrefesa stated that Eng. 
BUSINESS             Coppola has recommended the return of Performance Bonds to the following:
(Con’t)


1) 
Raritan Town Square for Lowes;


2)
Raritan Town Square for Walmart; 


3)
Raritan Town Square for Longhorne Steakhouse 


4)
Johanna Foods  

Resolutions were adopted later in the meeting.

PAYMENT OF ACCUMULATED TIME TO FRANK DELLA SERRA – Adm. Pietrefesa said that the union contract for the PBA requires that, only at retirement, officers can receive payment for accumulated time.  The total is $3,195.15.  A resolution was adopted later in the meeting.
CORRES-
a.
League of Municipalities: (All Information is on File in the Clerk’s Office):
PONDENCE

October 2011 Snowstorm – Mitigation Funds Available Letter of Intent; State Budget Goes to Legislature; FY 2013 State Aid Released budget Language for Best Practices Incentive; Executive Leadership Training for Mayors and Council Presidents; School Board election Date Changes; Trip to Turkey; Updates of DLGS Website; 

b.
Borough of Flemington Ordinance re:  Land Development (On File in the Clerk’s Office)

c.
Local Finance Notice #2012-6 – CY 2012/SFY 2013 State Aid Certification & 


State Aid for Schools in Hunterdon County

d.
Habitat for Humanity Projects

e.
Hunterdon County Division of Senior Services re:  Evening Classes and Elder Quest 

f.
Comcast Information   

g.
Township of Readington Letter to Hunterdon County Freeholders re:  Opposition Eliminating the Planning Office

h.
North Jersey Transportation Planning Authority (NJTPA) Communique

CORRES-

i.
Rutgers Center for Advanced Infrastructure and Transportation re:  NJ Local 
PONDENCE

Technical Assistance Program

(Con’t)
j.
Township of Clinton Ordinance re:  The Township Code (On File in the Clerk’s Office)


Comments:

Mayor Elbert asked about the mitigation funds that are available from FEMA for the 


October snow storm.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that Frank Veneziale, OEM Coordinator, 


has made requests to FEMA for the funds.
      CONSENT
All matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Township 
      AGENDA

Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.





1)
Township Committee Meeting Minutes:
February 7, 2012


2)
Township Committee Executive Session Minutes:
January 26, 2012

3)
Budget Meeting Minutes:
January 17, 2012





Resolutions:

Resolution #12-46 – Amending Resolution #12-38 – Return of Letter of



          Credit and Cash Bond to South Branch Industrial Park

Resolution #12-47 – Tax Refunds

Resolution #12-48 – Escrow Refunds

Resolution #12-49 - Return of Performance Cash Bond to Raritan Town 



          Square For Lowes

Resolution #12-50 – Return of Performance Cash Bond to Raritan Town 


          Square For Walmart

Resolution #12-51 – Return of Performance Cash Bond to Raritan Town Square



          For Longhorne Steakhouse

Resolution #12-52 – Return of Performance Cash Bond to Johanna Foods

\

CONSENT
Resolution #12-54 – Authorization for Payment to Flemington South for

AGENDA



          Affordable Housing Improvements

(Con’t)
Resolution #12-55 – Authorizing Payment of Accumulated Time to Frank



          Della Serra

Resolution #12-56 – Authorizing the Supervisor of Accounts as the Authorized



          Contact for the Investment of Funds with the State of New



          Jersey Cash Management Fund

Mayor Elbert asks for a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda.

Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Antosiewicz.  
Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes




Hazard – yes




King – yes




Mangin – yes




Elbert – yes

Motion carried.

PRIVILEGE
Anyone may address the Township Committee on any issue for three (3) minutes
OF THE



FLOOR

***
Jim Reasoner, President of the Raritan Township Fire Company, requested a                special closed session with the Committee to discuss their budget.  




Mayor Elbert suggested that the Fire Company could meet with two of the Committeemen for discussion.  The Fire Company can attend the regular budget meeting.  Comm. King said that the next budget meeting will be held on Tuesday, March 13, 2012 at 7:00 p.m.



Resolution #12-57 -  CLOSED SESSION:






           Personnel  -     Staffing Levels





           Contractual – Union Negotiations – CWA Local 1040;






                                    Teamsters Local 469; PBA Local 337




Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #12-57.




Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Hazard.




Vote:
5 – 0 motion carried.

CLOSED

Minutes for Closed Session are on a separate document.
SESSION

ADJOURN-
Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting

MENT


Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Mangin.    


Vote:
5 – 0 motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at: 8:50 p.m.  






Respectfully submitted,







Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC







Township Clerk
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