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The Township Committee of the Township of Raritan met on March 18, 2014 at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey 

	MEETING	Mayor O’Brien called the regular meeting to order at   7:08 p.m.
CALLED

ROLL CALL	The following were present: Mayor Craig O’Brien, Deputy Mayor Michael Mangin, Comm. Tom Antosiewicz, Comm. Oliver Elbert and Karen Gilbert.  Also present was Adm. Allan Pietrefesa and Township Attorney Albert E. Cruz.         

MEETING	Mayor O’Brien advised that the meeting was advertised in accordance with the
ADVERTISED 	Open Public Meetings Act in the January 10, 2013 issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat and was posted on the office bulletin board and the Township Website.      

	PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF SILENCE

	Mayor O’Brien asked all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag and to remain standing for a Moment of Silence to remember our Men and Women serving in the Armed Forces and in Particular Those Serving In Troubled Areas Around the World.   

PUBLIC                It is the policy of the Township Committee that all public comments on an issue 
COMMENT	shall be limited to three minutes per person.  Public comment shall be permitted 
                               on items of concern regarding the agenda only.  In addition, time will be allotted 
                               at the end of the meeting for public comment on any issue.  

	HONORING THE FOLLOWING POLICE OFFICERS FOR THEIR ACTIONS IN THE LINE OF DUTY:

				Ryan Garbolino
				Brett Szatkowski

	Mayor O’Brien said that Mrs. DeLuca was involved in a car accident on South Main
	Street in which the first responders, present at the meeting, saved her life.  The car
	Caught fire.  He thanked the two patrol officers for the work they do every day.  

	Chief Tabasko said that it was a great pleasure to recognize some of the officers for
	the types of work they do.  Officer Garbolino and Officer Szatkowski were
	together that very day of Mrs. DeLuca’s accident.  The officers did an outstanding
	job.   They prevented a tragedy from happening.  He presented a commendation to
	Officer Ryan Garbolino and Officer Brett Szatkowski.




FINANCIAL	Payment of Bills as Listed for Raritan Township:	$ 5,196,528.17
ISSUES
	Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to approve the bills listed.

	Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

	Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
				Elbert – yes
				Gilbert - yes
				Mangin – yes
				O’Brien – yes
				
	Motion carried.
 
	Payment of Bills as Listed for the Raritan Township Fire Company:   $ 20,357.90

	Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to approve the bills as listed for the Raritan Township Fire Company.

	Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

	Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
				Elbert – yes
				Gilbert – yes
				Mangin – recuse 
				O’Brien – yes

	Motion carried.

	Resolution #14-48 – Budget Transfers

Adm. Pietrefesa said that although money was moved out of the group insurance
account earlier this year, it must be replaced.  Money is also being placed in the
snow trust because the current budget is just about of money.  

Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. Mangin.    

Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
			Elbert – yes
			Gilbert – yes
			Mangin – yes
			O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.
			  

REPORTS	LIAISON REPORTS

		Craig O’Brien - Administration/Finance/Personnel – No report.

Michael Mangin –RTMUA/Economic Development – Comm. Mangin said that he is the Mayor’s Designee on the Planning Board.  New projects are being developed including a brand new building for a Hundai Dealership, a Porshe building extension and a new building for the Chevrolet Dealership.  There is also a preliminary plan before the Board of Adjustment for the Haines property on South Main Street/
Route 202.   He was at the last RTMUA meeting but has no specifics to report on.  

Tom Antosiewicz – Public Works/Board of Health/Green Team & Historians 
Committee – Comm. Antosiewicz said that said that there is one more slot to be filled on the Green Team.  As part of the recertification efforts for Sustainable Jersey, a Green Fair is proposed on May 18, 2014 at the Municipal Building from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  There will be a County Economic Development Committee meeting on April 24, 2014 in the Court Room at the Municipal Building from 8:00 a.m. to
10:00 a.m.  
	 
Karen Gilbert – Flemington-Raritan Schools/Hunterdon Central High School/
Parks & Recreation – Comm. Gilbert said that she has had ongoing discussions with Greg Nolan, Superintendent of Flemington-Raritan School District.  One of the issues discussed was the communication between Superintendent Nolan and Office of Emergency Management (OEM) Coordinator Frank Veneziale on the issue of school safety.  A procedure is in place to notify the police first and then the police will notify the OEM Coordinator.  Also discussed was the parking area for the crossing guards.  The Township will provide the stone for the parking area at Everitts Hill Road at Robert Hunter School.  The school will do the work and maintain the space.  With regard to the Parks and Recreation, the Committee will make sure that the parks are in good condition.  Mayor O’Brien said that Mrs. Gilbert has worked closely with Parks and Recreation.  The Parks and Recreation will contribute $23,500 and the Township will contribute roughly the same amount to begin much needed repairs at Lenape Park.

Oliver Elbert – Public Safety/Affordability & Wellness/Rural Quality – Comm. Elbert thanked the Police and Fire Departments for doing a fine job.  The Fire Department will be part of the parade on March 22, 2014 @ 4:00 p.m.  The Hunterdon Land Trust is applying for a grant to reconstruct the 18th Century Wagon House.  They need a letter of support from Raritan Township to move ahead with the project.  It was the consensus of the Committee to approve a letter of support of the Land Trust’s application to the County for a grant.  Mayor O’Brien said that John Collins requested that he utilize the Urbach property to be able to remove trees from his property.  

		
	UNFINISHED	NJ DOT RE:  ROUTE 31 – NO PASSING ZONE – Eng. Hajjar said that he 
BUSINESS	called NJ DOT with regard to the confusion about the “no passing zone”.  The “no passing zone” will be from the Route 31 Circle to the Township boundary with Readington Township.   A resolution was adopted later in the meeting.	
		
		ENERGY AGGREGATE – Attorney Cruz said that there is a resolution listed for
		the consideration of the Committee under the Non-Consent Agenda.  Resolution 
		#14-46 will authorize the Township to begin to study electric energy aggregation consistent with the discussion that was held at the last meeting.  The resolution does not identify any broker.  Comm. Antosiewicz asked if residents are required to support this.  Mayor O’Brien said that there would be an opt-out policy window which will be a 30-day notice.  Attorney Cruz said that after a supplier is selected, a notification will be sent to the residents with a 30-day opt out policy.    

		RARITAN JUNCTION, LLC., RE:  TAX ABATEMENT AND PILOT PROGRAM – Attorney Cruz said that the Township Committee designated the former Yale Property as an area in need of redevelopment some time ago.  The redeveloper obtained the necessary Planning Board approvals and is in the process of beginning construction.  As part of that process, the redeveloper requested that the Township enter into a PILOT program.  A tax abatement agreement has been negotiated and agreed upon between Raritan Junction, LLC and the Township Committee.  The first step in the process is to now authorize PILOT programs to be instituted in the Township.  The first ordinance authorizes PILOT programs to be utilized within the Township.  The next step would be, after the first ordinance is adopted, the Committee must adopt a second ordinance specifically for Raritan Junction, LLC.  After the seconded ordinance is adopted, a resolution must be adopted specifically for Raritan Junction, LLC.  This is a three step process to institute a PILOT program for the Township and then specifically with Raritan Junction, LLC.  

NEW 	UNITED STATES METAL POWDERS, BLOCK 40, LOTS 4 AND 4Q0286 – 
BUSINESS	REQUEST FOR NON-CONDEMNATION AREA IN NEED OF REDEVELOPMENT INVESTIGATION 

	***      William B. Savo, Attorney for US Metal Powders, asked the Township Committee to request that the Planning Board do a study to determine if this  qualifies for an area in need of redevelopment.  This plant was active in the 1950’s.  It is no longer active and will soon be vacant.  The property owner has tried, for a number of years, to market the property without success.  He believed that the property qualifies under the statute as an area in need of redevelopment.  If the Committee authorizes this, the Planning Board will begin a process to determine whether, in fact, it does qualify as an area in need of redevelopment.  The Planning Board would then adopt a resolution 



NEW                              and if the Committee accepts the recommendation, it then goes back to the
BUSINESS	        Planning Board.  There would then be a realistic development plan that would fi
(Con’t)	        that site.  After that, an ordinance would have to be adopted by the Township
		        Committee.   

	 Attorney Cruz said that there is a request from the property owner, in a letter dated February 27, 2014, to rezone the property as an area in need of non-condemnation redevelopment.  The property owner is asking the Township Committee to authorize the Planning Board to undertake a study to determine whether or not the property meets the criteria as a redevelopment area.  The law changed last year at the beginning of any redevelopment area, the municipality must decide whether it wants to exercise its power of condemnation or not.  The property owner is asking that it be non-condemnation.  The only issue before the Committee, at this time, is whether it is going to authorize the Planning Board to move forward with the preliminary investigation study.  The professional planner would then undertake a review of the property and prepare a report.  The report would be filed with the Clerk of the municipality and along with that, a map of the area and a statement of the redevelopment area.  A public hearing would be held by the Planning Board on the findings of the study.  In essence, Mr. Savo also spoke to a redevelopment plan, however, that would be only after the area is declared in need of redevelopment.  A process would then be engaged to figure out what the redevelopment would be.     

	It was the consensus of the Committee to review this further for discussion at the next
	meeting.  

		GREATER FLEMINGTON SOCCER CLUB & PINNACLE SPORTS PRODUCTIONS 3 V 3 SOCCER, SATURDAY, JUNE 21, 2014 AT LENAPE PARK – Adm. Pietrefesa said that these tournaments have been approved over the years.  The use of the fields will be paid for by the Soccer Club.  A Certificate of Insurances was provided.  It was the consensus of the Committee to approve to hold an event at Lenape Park on June 21, 2014.  

		HUNTERDON COUNTY 300TH ANNIVERSARY PARADE ON MARCH 22, 2014 @ 4:00 P.M. – Adm. Pietrefesa said that Emergency Management, Fire Department and First Aid Squad will use the Municipal Parking Lot to store some equipment for the parade.  

		









NEW	MUNICIPAL CONSENT TO THE JOHANNA FOODS, INC., TREATMENT
BUSINESS	WORKS APPROVAL APPLICATION – Attorney Cruz said that Johanna Food
(Con’t)	received Planning Board approval for some additional tanks to process their waste at the facility.  As part of that process, Johanna Foods must obtain the approve from the NJ Department of Environmental Protection (NJ DEP) to discharge the treated waste.  This is an application for a Treatment Works Permit.  It was reviewed by the Raritan Township Municipal Utilities Authority (RTMUA) and signed by their executive director.  The NJ DEP requires the municipality to also consent to this so that the municipality is aware of what is occurring.  

		RE-ISSUANCE OF 2013-2014 LIQUOR LICENSE TO THE FLEMIJNGTON LODGE 1928 ELKS CLUB HOUSE – Attorney Cruz said that this was the result of the Flemington Elks failing to submit an application within the period required by the Alcoholic Beverage Control which was by June 30, 2013.  The Township inadvertently granted the renewal of that application and was recognized by the Alcoholic Beverage Control Commission.  The ABC notified the municipality of the failure of the Flemington Elks to renew its license and the Flemington Elks surrendered the license to the Clerk.  The Flemington Elks then had to apply to the ABC for a Special Ruling.  They have done that and received a special ruling from the ABC.  The Flemington Elks gave the appropriate notices in the newspapers and have paid the appropriate fees.  No one has objected to the renewal of the liquor license.  In essence, the liquor license is being renewed from now until the end of June, 2014.  A resolution was adopted later in the meeting.

		JOHN COLLINS REQUEST TO ACCESS MUNICIPAL OWNED PROPERTY 
		Mayor O’Brien said that Mr. Collins lives at 75 Cherryville Hollow Road and his property consists of about ten acres with a great deal of forestry on it.  When Super Storm Sandy hit, it leveled a number of trees on his property.  He is now seeking to access the Urbach property at the back end of his property so he could remove the trees from his property.  Eng. Hajjar said that his concern was that the trees are very large and he was afraid that if the trees are dragged, there will be damage done to the Urbach property.  Therefore, he recommended that Mr. Collins place a $2,000 bond to insure that if any damage is done on the Urbach property, the Township will be able to complete the work.  Attorney Cruz said that when the Township acquired the Urbach property, it used funds from Open Space, Green Acres, Hunterdon County and Raritan Headwaters.  As part of the closing, certain restrictions were placed on the property.  If the Township Committee would allow this, Mr. Cruz said he would review the closing file and go over any restrictions that were agreed upon and to make sure that this does not violate any of those restrictions.  Mayor O’Brien asked if there would be some sort of indemnification that Mr. Collins could sign or any commitment he would have to make.  Attorney Cruz said that if that would be the condition that the Committee would like to impose on Mr. Collins, yes he can.  



NEW	Mr. Collins should indeed agree to indemnify the Township and hold the Township 
BUSINESS	harmless.  Perhaps Mr. Collins could place a modest escrow that could be released
(Con’t)	once the work is completed.  Attorney Cruz said that the Committee is asking Mr. Collins and his contractor to come before the Township Committee at the next meeting.  Mr. Cruz said suggested that a resolution be drafted with the conditions set forth for the usage of the Urbach property.   Mr. Cruz felt that this would be protecting the town’s interest under these circumstances.  This is to make sure that the concerns of the engineer are addressed.  


ORDINANCES:			ORDINANCE #14-03

		             CALENDAR YEAR 2014
ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14)

		Mayor O’Brien asks for a motion to introduce Ordinance $14-03 on first consideration, same to be published according to law with a public hearing and a vote scheduled for the meeting of April 15, 2014 beginning at 7:00 p.m. at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey at which time all interested persons will be heard.

		Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. Mangin.

		Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
Elbert – yes
Gilbert – yes
Mangin – yes
O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.

			ORDINANCE #14-04

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION IN THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN OF THE “FIVE YEAR TAX EXEMPTION AND ABATEMENT LAW” PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:21-1 ET SEQ.
Mayor O’Brien asks for a motion to introduce Ordinance #14-04 on first consideration, same to be published according to law with a public hearing and a vote scheduled for the meeting of April 15, 2014 beginning at 7:00 p.m. at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey at which time all interested persons will be heard.



ORDINANCES	Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.
(Con’t)
Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
Elbert – yes
Gilbert – yes
Mangin – yes
O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.

CORRES-	a.	League of Municipalities: (All Information is on File in the Clerk’s Office):
PONDENCE                     Deadline for Comments on FCC Cell tower Rule Threatening Local Lane Use                                           
		and Construction Controls; SFY 2015 Budget Proposal Presented to the                      Legislature; “Budget, Ethics and Procurement Updates; Sample Resolution to Welcome Special Olympians and the Families and Supporters to New Jersey; “Implications of Social Media”; COAH Files for Extension of Time Frame; Levy Cap Exemption for Snow Emergencies; Direct Deposit Legislation; Flood Insurance Affordability bill Readied for House Action;  Opportunity to Help Ewing Residents Recover; Invitation to Attend Homeland Security Active Shooter Workshop; Flood Insurance Affordability Advances; “Implications of Social Media”; Kim Guadagno re:  Business Growth Team; Urging Legislators to Support A-1021/S-268 – Energy Receipts Property Tax Relief Initiative; US Senator Booker Provides Useful Income Tax Information for New Jersey Mayors; 

b.	Thank You Letters for the Public Works Department – Mayor O’Brien said that he received a number of thank you letters for the work that the Public Works Department has done in keeping the streets clear.  Comm. Antosiewicz said that he has received acknowledgements about Public Works especially Don Hutchins.

c.	Hunterdon 300th Celebration re:  Saturday, March 29th at the Grand Colonial,
Route 78 – Comm. Gilbert said that she will attend.

d.	Hunterdon County Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) Public Meetings – Comm. Mangin said that he will be attending this meeting at the Court House on Main Street.	

e.	Hunterdon County Health Department re:  New Health Officer Karen DeMarco

f.	Hunterdon County Chamber of Commerce re:  Renewal of Membership for 2014



CORRESPONDENCE: (Con’t)					


g.	NJ DOT re:  Immediate Environmental Concern (IEC) Response Action Form (Information on File in the Clerk’s Office)

h.	Hunterdon County Division of Senior Services re:  Elder Quest

NON CONSENT AGENDA:

	Resolution #14-46 – Authorizing the Township of Raritan to Study an Electric
            	          Electric Aggregation Program

Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #14-46.

Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
			Elbert – no 
			Gilbert – yes
			Mangin – yes
			O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.

Executive Session Minutes:	February 4, 2014
(Present were:  Antosiewicz, Elbert, Mangin, O’Brien)

Mayor O’Brien asks for a motion to approve the Executive Session Minutes of 
February 4, 2014.

Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Elbert.

Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
Elbert – yes
Mangin – yes
O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.

Budget Meeting Minutes:   February 4, 2014
		  (Present were:  Antosiewicz, Elbert, Mangin, O’Brien)

		  Mayor O’Brien asks for a motion to approve the Budget Meeting Minutes of
		  February 4, 2014.


		  NON CONSENT AGENDA: (Con’t)

    Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Antosiewicz.

  		 Roll Call Vote:		Antosiewicz – yes
			            Elbert – yes
			 	Mangin – yes
				O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.

Township Committee Minutes:      February 18, 2014    
(Present were:  Elbert, Gilbert, Mangin, O’Brien)

       Mayor O’Brien asks for a motion to approve the Township Committee Minutes of
       February 18, 2014.

       Motion: ____________ Second: ___________ Roll Call Vote: __________________

CONSENT 	All matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Township
AGENDA	Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will be no
separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Minutes:	There were none

Resolutions:

Resolution #14-37 – Supporting the Use of a “No Passing Zone” on Route 31

	Resolution #14-44 – Tonnage Grant

Resolution #14-45 – In Support of A-3393 Urging Legislation to be Signed into
      Law Extending the Aforesaid “CAP” for Police and Fire Contract                                                       
      Disputes

	Resolution #14-47 – Return of Soil Testing Witnessing Fee to Linda Pellegrino 
 in the Amount of $200.00              

		Resolution #14-49 – Authorizing Municipal Consent to the Johanna Foods, Inc.,
	          Treatment Works Approval Application

	


CONSENT AGENDA: (Con’t)

Resolution #14-50 -  Amending Resolution #13-80 to Remove Flemington Lodge
                       1928 Elks Club House from the List of Applicants for the
                       2013-2014 Liquor License Year and to Re-Issue the 2013-2014                                             
                       Liquor License

       	            Mayor O’Brien asks for a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda.

  Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. Antosiewicz.

  Roll Call Vote:	  Antosiewicz – yes
Elbert – yes
Gilbert – yes
Mangin – yes
O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.

PRIVILEGE	   Anyone may address the Committee on any issue for three (3) minutes.
OF THE	   
FLOOR	   ***	Marianne Rampulla, Representative of the Environmental Commission and the Green
	               	Team asked whether the Green Team could use the municipal grounds on May 18,
2014.  She also asked if they could use the indoors in the event of rain.  It will be on a
Sunday morning from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. in conjunction with the Farmer’s
Market.  The purpose of the Green Fair is to give out information.  There will be a
rain barrel work shop and an education event on the Community Garden.  She hopes
to get the message out via posters at the high school and press releases. There will 
also be a truck parked in the lot for anyone who wants to shred papers.  It was the
consensus of the Committee to allow the Green Fair on the municipal grounds.

Ms. Rampulla said that she would like to have a liaison from the Committee on the Environmental Commission.  Oliver Elbert will continue to be the liaison to the Environmental Commission. 

***	Joseph Notorangelo, Ringoes, Volunteer on the Amwell Valley Rescue Squad, said 
	that he saw an article in the newspaper about the Flemington-Raritan Rescue Squad
wishing to take further encroachments into the territory that Amwell Valley serves.
The system in Amwell Valley is not broken and functions very well.  He checked and 
found out that in the past few days, there were 69 calls made to Raritan Township.  Amwell Valley handles about 450 calls per year and there is no charge to any resident.     




PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: (Con’t)

Mayor O’Brien thanked the Amwell Valley Rescue Squad and said that Flemington-Raritan Rescue Squad came before the Township Committee and made a proposal.  He would like to schedule a meeting with both squads and go over any requests.  His concerns are about the response time and if it needs to be improved.  


ADJOURN-           Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting
MENT
	Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. Mangin.

	Vote: 	5 – 0 motion carried.

	Meeting adjourned at:  8:46 p.m.   
					

						Respectfully submitted,

						Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC
						Township Clerk
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