          Raritan Township Committee Minutes

                     May 1, 2012


The Township Committee of the Township of Raritan met on May 1, 2012 at
the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey 

MEETING
Mayor Elbert called the regular meeting to order at 7:12 p.m.
CALLED

ROLL CALL
The following were present: Mayor Oliver Elbert, Deputy Mayor Michael Mangin, Comm. John King, Comm. Gary Hazard and Comm. Thomas Antosiewicz.  Also present was Adm. Allan Pietrefesa and Attorney William Willard.     
MEETING
Mayor Elbert advised that the meeting was advertised in accordance with the

ADVERTISED 
Open Public Meetings Act in the January 12, 2012 issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat and was posted on the office bulletin board and the Township Website.      


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF SILENCE


Mayor Elbert asked all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag and to remain standing for a Moment of Silence to Remember our Men and Women serving in the Armed Forces and in Particular Those Serving In Troubled Areas Around the World. 
PUBLIC
It is the policy of the Township Committee that all public comments on an issue shall

COMMENT
be limited to three minutes per person.  Public comment shall be permitted on items of concern regarding the agenda only.  In addition, time will be allotted at the end of the meeting for public comment on any issue.  


***
Barbara Sachau, 2 Glenway Road, noted a letter from Attorney Richard R. Ahsler from the firm of DiFrancesco, Bateman representing a developer.  She wanted to know if this was a conflict of interest, since DiFrancesco, Bateman represents the Township of Raritan.  Mrs. Sachau also wanted to know why the legal bills were very high this month totaling $17,000.  She suggested that the Township find some less expensive way to have legal representation.  


Attorney Willard said he will look into this matter.


***
Mrs. Sachau also noted the resolution for the farm lease for the Urbach property and spoke against farming this property.  She felt that since the property has been preserved for open space, it should not be farmed.  She also spoke about Assemblywoman Donna Simon’s bill regarding accumulated sick leave and vacation time.  There is $1 million that is looming for the taxpayers. 
PUBLIC

As far as the NJ League of Municipalities, she felt that this organization seems 
COMMENT

to be hurting the taxpayers.  She noted a specific item regarding access to open 
(Con’t)

public records.  She felt that the Township should not be a member of the NJ League of Municipalities.    

AWARDS FOR RARITAN TOWNSHIP POLICE OFFICERS 

***
Chief Glenn Tabasko honored several officers for their response in saving a two-week old baby.  On April 6, 2012, Patrolman Carson responded to a residence on Canterberry Circle to assist with a report of an infant who was not breathing.  He responded in less than two minutes.  Patrolman Serrone and Bruer also responded, both arriving in less than three minutes.  Patrolman Carson noticed that the family members were not able to follow the CPR instructions given to them from the 9-1-1 dispatcher.  Patrolman Carson immediately began CPR and gave the infant some chest rubs, as per his training.  He also gave the infant several back blows and the infant began to cry and act in a normal fashion.  Patrolman Serrone and Bruer then gave the infant oxygen and further helped in his recovery.  The paramedics arrived a short time afterwards.  The doctor advised the Chief that the infant had likely swallowed too much formula and had regurgitated the formula into its lungs, preventing it from breathing properly.  The doctor  commended the officers for their efforts, advising that they saved the infant’s life.  Due to the rapid response time and quick assessment of the life-threatening situation and professional conduct, Chief Tabasko requested that the officers be commended for their actions.  Commendations were given to the three officers.


Chief Tabasko said that the professionalism and dedication to duty that the patrolmen displayed reflects highly upon themselves, the Raritan Township Police Department and the community they serve.


Chief Tabasko also commented that when budget time rolls there are people that are concerned about officers receiving longevity and paying them for their years of experience.  There was a total of 45 years of experience between the three officers, and everyone of those gentlemen is a EMT.  They received the EMT Certifications on their own just for the benefit of the Police Department.  He is very proud that the officers do this type of work day in and day out.  The response time is a direct reflection on the fact that the Police Department is almost properly staffed and that they are able to have a car in every zone that is available for patrol coverage.  That is why the response time was two minutes.  The doctor further advised that one minute or so longer and they would not have had this result.  He thanked the officers for their dedication and for their response.  He thanked them for being where they were supposed to be.  He is always making sure that the manpower that is available is properly allocated.


AWARDS FOR RARITAN TOWNSHIP POLICE OFFICERS: (Con’t)

Comm. Hazard said that a similar situation happened to his son years ago.  His son was under the age of one year old.  He started choking and turning blue.  The Flemington-Raritan Rescue Squad and the Police Department were at his house in three minutes.  His son is now thirteen years old.

PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE 2012 BUDGET


Meeting opened to the public.  No one appeared.

Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to close the public hearing for the 2012 Budget.


Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Mangin.

Vote:
5 – 0 motion carried.
FINANCIAL
Payment of Bills as Listed for Raritan Township:
$  3,190,394.65
ISSUES


Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to approve the Bill List.

Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Hazard.  

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes





Hazard – yes





King – yes





Mangin – yes





Elbert – yes


Motion carried.


REVENUE REPORT – MARCH, 2012


Adm. Pietrefesa reported that there is a Resolution for consideration for emergency temporary appropriations to get through the month of June.   
REPORTS
LIAISON REPORTS



Mayor Elbert – Administration/Finance/Personnel & Rural Quality – Comm. Mangin said that he met that morning with the Teamster’s Union and there will be a meeting with the CWA White Collar Union next week.  This is a very slow process in trying to come to some kind of agreement.  Adm. Pietrefesa announced that the Violations Clerk in the Court Office has submitted her resignation effective the end of July.  The 
REPORTS
money is in the budget for her replacement.  The part time inspector in the 
(Con’t)
Construction Office, working seven hours per week, has resigned.  There was also one full time employee who is now part time.  He suggested that one person hold all the required titles rather than have two people.  Mayor Elbert said that the Raritan Headwaters Association will contribute $125,000 of their Green Acres money towards the purchase of the Ewing Farm.  The Township is still getting contacted by the owner of the Shippen property on River Road.  



Tom Antosiewicz – Parks & Recreation; Flemington-Raritan Schools, Hunterdon



Central HS, Shared Services & RTMUA – Comm. Antosiewicz said he attended the very end of the School Board Meeting of the K-8 grades along with Comm. Mangin.  A meeting will be set up next week regarding the payment schedule.  The Environmental Committee supported the 4-H Fair held at the Fairgrounds in Ringoes to speak about green and sustainability, however, attendance was light.  There will be another fair at Basil T’s and he will not be able to attend.  Comm. King and he attended a bike trails session with the County regarding the overall plan for bike trails and potential improvements in soliciting the County’s support.  There is now a Master Plan referring to what the Township wants to do and when it will be able to do it.  He also met with Readington Township regarding access to the river.  Part of the initiative is being able to have residents enjoy the river by canoeing and walking on either side.  By partnering with Readington Township and the County, a Master Plan could be adopted on how the river could be opened up to the residents of both Townships.  There was no report on the RTMUA.


John King – Public Works – Comm. King said that with respect to Public Works, they have been in contact with the various sports groups.  With Comm. Hazard’s guidance, they have started to enforce regulations for the times the fields are closed for maintenance.  Sup’t. Struening reported that it has been a successful initiative and it was met with little resistance from the public.  Sustainable Jersey has issued the opportunity for small grants that are being posted by PSE&G.  Those grants are for $20,000 and $10,000 and will be issued to organizations who have sustainable kinds of qualifications which includes the Green Team.  Some of the money could be used toward the Community Garden.  He also mentioned that he received a notification of an award in the amount of $47,336.92 for 2012 for Clean Communities.  That puts the Township 1st in the County.  Today is Tax Freedom Day in New Jersey.  It is the latest since 2000 and the 2nd latest since Lyndon B. Johnson took office in 1964. 
REPORTS
Michael Mangin – Economic Development & Board of Health – Comm. Mangin said 
(Con’t)
that the Economic Development Committee is working on four properties; two are confidential at this time.  He and Mayor Elbert will be meeting with one industrial customer that the Township is at risk of losing.  The customer received a State grant for retention, however, this does not mean that will stay in Raritan Township.  The may be a potential interest for the Bemis Bag Company.  The Board of Health Meeting was cancelled in April and the next meeting will be held on May 17th.  With the aid of the Building Department, they can actually gain a foothold on the number of jobs that are added to Raritan Township.  


Gary Hazard – Parks & Recreation, Public Safety/Affordability & Wellness – With regard to Parks and Recreation, Director Sal Randazzese received a State-wide award. The 4th of July Fireworks show will be coming up soon and all the summer programs have been kicking off.  He commented that Don Hutchins has taken the lead on the parks and getting a maintenance schedule together.  He mentioned that there was an incident with a Band from Tennessee and the police handled the situation very professionally.    
UNFINISHED
REQUEST FOR SPEED SURVEY OF OLD CLINTON ROAD FOR SPEED

BUSINESS
LIMIT REDUCTION – Adm. Pietrefesa said that Eng. Fred Coppola recommended that the speed limit stay at 35 mph rate.  However, enforcement will be the issue.  The 85 percentile of speeds are higher than 35 mph.  Lt. Donovan also recommended that the speed limit stay the same.  Comm. Hazard said that he spoke with Chief Tabasko and they will run the data again in a couple of months.  Comm. King said that he understood the speed data and Eng. Coppola’s recommendation, however, he felt that the speed limit should be changed.  The road is only marginally adequate to handle anyone doing 40 – 45 mph.  There are many blind turns that are dangerous.  His belief is that the Township take a strong look to reduce the speed.  Comm. Antosiewicz said that he would take the recommendation of the Police Chief not to change the speed limit.  Comm. Hazard said that indeed there are blind turns and he will work with Chief Tabasko and ask for targeted enforcement.  The Committee agreed.
 NEW
NJ LEAGUE OF MUNICIPALITIES RE:  CHANGES TO OPEN PUBLIC

 BUSINESS
MEETINGS ACT (OPMA) AND OPEN PUBLIC RECORDS ACT (OPRA)


Attorney Willard said that the League of Municipalities is not in favor of this legislation.  He mentioned that there was a recent decision out of Union County where they were collecting email addresses for senior citizens.  Someone requested those email addresses and the court found that they were entitled to the email list.  If some residents are placed on an email list for notification from the Township, anyone could have access to the emails.  In response to Comm. King’s question, Adm. Pietrefesa 
NEW
said that resolutions were received from Readington Township and Bordentown on 
BUSINESS
this matter.  Comm. King suggested that this matter be tabled pending more 
(Con’t)
information.  The Committee will then decide whether it wants to take formal action.  The Committee agreed.  


ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION NEW MEETING SCHEDULE: 1ST TUESDAY AND 3RD MONDAY OF EACH MONTH, ROOM 164, 7:30 P.M. (ADVERTISED IN THE HUNTERDON COUNTY DEMOCRAT) – Clerk Sollena advised that the notice was advertised in the April 19th issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat.  


RETURN/REDUCTION OF PERFORMANCE GUARANTEES:



1)
COUNTRY SIDE, INC. (VARIOUS CASH PERFORMANCE GUARANTEES) – Adm. Pietrefesa said that these were multiple requests for various bonds.  Eng. Coppola recommended the release of the Cash Performance Guarantees.  A resolution was adopted later in the meeting.


2)
STICKLE PROPERTIES (AKA CHERRYVILLE MANON/AKA RARTIAN ESTATES – BLOCK 5, LOTS 5, 7, 8, 9, 17 & 20 – This matter was tabled because there may be a conflict of interest since the firm of DiFrancesco, Bateman represents both the Township and the developer.    Attorney Willard said he will speak to Attorney Ahsler about this matter.  In essence he said that this decision is not made by the attorney, it is made by the engineer.  Whatever the engineer’s recommendation is, that is what should be followed.  Resolution #12-83 was tabled.  


3)
HUNTERDON STORAGE II – BLOCK 63.01, LOT 13 – Adm. Pietrefesa said that Eng. Coppola recommended that the Township retain $2,500 for the maintenance portion.  A resolution was adopted later in the meeting.


Regarding Resolution #12-85 – Return of Funds to Flemington-Raritan Rescue Squad, Adm. Pietrefesa said that the Township insures the ambulance and the Rescue Squad pays for the repair.  The check was sent to Raritan Township because it holds the insurance policy.  The check is now going to be given back to the Rescue Squad.


ASSEMBLYWOMAN DONNA M. SIMON RE:  UNUSED SICK & VACATION TIME AND RESOLUTION – It was the consensus of the Committee to adopt Resolution #12-82 – Urging Legislature to Pass A-2495 to Reform a Broken System and End Payouts.  Comm. King said that Declan O’Scanlon was the prime sponsor of the bill together with Assemblywoman Donna M. Simon who represents the 16th District.
NEW
FARM LEASE – URBACH PROPERTY – This matter was tabled.  Mayor Elbert 
BUSINESS
said that Attorney Albert Cruz was working on a lease agreement, however, he has 
(Con’t)
been taken ill.  This will be different from the lease on the Micek tract.  He recommended that the lease agreement be drawn up for one year.  There is a provision with Green Acres property where the lease could be extended to the farmer who has been farming it.  He felt that this would be beneficial to the Township because it would not have to pay someone to maintain the property.  The farmer will do all the maintenance.  Comm. King said that the property has been farmed for many years and there should be no reason to stop the farming now.
ORDINANCES

ORDINANCE #12-5

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN, COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO AMEND AN ORDINANCE ENTITLED REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN, AND MORE SPECIFICALLY CHAPTER 16.02, CHAPTER 16.28A, CHAPTER 16.28B AND CHAPTER 16.20 TO PERMIT SOLAR OR PHOTOVOLTAIC ENERGY FACILITIES AS PRINCIPAL PERMITTED USES IN THE I-1 AND I-2 INDUSTRIAL ZONES.

Ordinance #12-5 was tabled to the next meeting.
CORRES-
a.
League of Municipalities: (All Information is on File in the Clerk’s Office):
PONDENCE

2012 Legislative Update; A Review of the Open Public Records Act (OPRA)

Partnering with Municipalities for Economic Development; Pennsylvania Continuing Legal Education Credits (PACLE) Announcement; Support National Donate Life Month; Local Aid Infrastructure Fund and Safe Streets to Transit Grants Announced; New Jersey Clean Air Council Annual Hearing; 2012 Annual Legislative Correspondents Club Show; The 14th Annual League Baseball Appreciation Day; Affordable Housing/Municipal Trust Fund Dollars & Draft Resolution in Support of A-2717, Extending the Deadline on Housing Trust Funds; Special Invitation to State Information Technology Presentation; Upcoming FREE Webinar and Workshop That Can Help you Learn How to Benchmark Buildings and Save Money and Energy;  New Publication on Support for Small Businesses Available On Line; “Conflict Resolution During the Shared Service Process”; Affordable Housing Trust Funds, July Deadline; Recent United States Supreme Court Decision on Qualified Immunity for Part Time Government Employees; Sample Resolution in Support of A-2454 – Eliminates Unemployment for Seasonal Workers; Energy Receipts Restoration Press Conference Update; Sustainable Jersey:  Announcement Today of $200,000 for Municipal Sustainability Projects; Hiring our Heroes Mega Job Fair; League Interlocal Advisory Service; Administrator or Manager Recruitment and Selection Advisory Service; 

CORRES-
b.
Borough of Califon Resolution re:  Requesting a Study of School District 
PONDENCE

Consolidation Alternatives in the County of Hunterdon 

(Con’t)


Comment:
Comm. King said that it was nice to know that Charlie Daniels has a bi-partisan approach to school district consolidation.  His committee has come back with a modification that the Township put forth some time ago with what he thought were reasonably stated changes.  Those changes really outline a 

response of concerns with respect to any type of school consolidation.  He commended the Council of Califon for coming up with that.  He would like the Township to lend its support to them via a resolution.  
c.
Briteside Adult Day Care Center News


Comments:
Mayor Elbert noted that on May 12th Briteside Adult Day Care Center is having a yard sale to raise money.  Briteside is a non-profit in the community that does a lot of good
d.
Borough of Flemington Ordinance re:  Land Use 

e.
NJ Conference of Mayors re:  Annual Conference & Exposition & Ballot for

Executive Officers

Comment:

Comm. Antosiewicz pointed out that there is a vacancy for Hunterdon County and would like it to be considered.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that Raritan Township is not a member of NJ Conference of Mayors.  
f.
Proclamations

1)
Municipal Clerk’s Week – April 29th – May 1st
2)
Proclaiming April as Alcohol Awareness Month 





3)
Older Americans Month - May


Comments:
Comm. Mangin suggested that proclamations be given to Engineer Fred Coppola and Court Administrator Donna Foran on their retirement.  Proclamations will be given at the next meeting.
g.
Readington Township Ordinance #14-2012 re:  Land Use Ordinance (On File in the Clerk’s Office); Resolution Supporting governor Christie’s Proposal to Create Veterans Haven North Facility in Hunterdon County; Resolution Requesting Public Hearings be held on the Flood Hazard Area Permit Application for the Transcontinental Gas Pipeline Company’s Northeast Supply Link Project; Resolution re:  Requesting Amendments to Open Public Records Act Regarding Privacy; Resolution Calling on the State Legislature and the Governor to Restore Municipal Energy Tax Receipts; 

CORRES-
h.
Hunterdon County Chamber of Commerce – April, 2012 (Booklet on File in 
PONDENCE

the Clerk’s Office)

(Con’t)
i.
West Amwell Township Resolution re:  Calling on the State Legislature and the Governor to Restore Municipal Energy Tax Receipts

j.
Township of Union Resolution re:  Objecting to Use of the 2001 State Plan Policy Map

k.
Board of Chosen Freeholders re:  Appointment of Regina Desvernine to the Solid Waste Advisory Council

l.
NJ DOT re:  Grant Denial for Dory Dilts Road, Section II and Everitts Road, Section II, Phase 3

m.
Hunterdon County Utilities Authority re:



Hazardous Waste Collection – Saturday, July 14, 2012



Electronics Collection – Saturday, October 13, 2012

n.
Township of Bordentown Resolution re:  Opposing Senate Bills #1451 and #1452 – Open Public Meetings Act (OPMA) and Open Public Records Act (OPRA)

o.
Hunterdon County Senior News

p.
Hunterdon County Chamber of Commerce Thank You Letter to Tom Antosiewicz

q.
Hunterdon County Board of Chosen Freeholders Resolution Designating “Through Streets” and “Stop Signs” be installed at Junction Road from Route 31 to Route 523

r.
NJ DEP News re:  “Spirit of the Jerseys” Returns to Washington Crossing State Park; State History Fair Set for May 12th

      CONSENT
All matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Township 
      AGENDA

Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

CONSENT
Minutes:

AGENDA
(Con’t)

1)
Township Committee Meeting Minutes:
March 20, 2012








March 27, 2012


2)
Budget Meeting Minutes:
March 13, 2012





March 20, 2012

Resolutions:

Resolution #12-74 – Return of Various Performance Guarantees to Country


          Side Plaza, Inc.

Resolution #12-83 – Return of Cash Performance Guarantees and Surety Bond 

                                   to Stickle Properties for Cherryville Manon and Raritan                                          Estates – Block 5, Lots 5, 7, 8, 9, 17 & 20

Resolution #12-84 – Reduction of Cash Performance Bond in the Amount of


          $2,302.49 to Hunterdon Storage, II

Resolution #12-85 – Return of Funds to Flemington-Raritan Rescue Squad

Resolution #12-86 – Temporary Emergency Appropriations
Resolution #12-88 – Appointment of Tony Hajjar as Acting Township 


          Engineer Effective May 1, 2012
Resolution #12-89 – Authorizing Farm Lease for the Urbach Property
Resolution #12-87 – Escrow Refunds

Resolution #12-82 – Urging Legislature to Pass A-2495 to Reform a Broken



           System and End Payouts
Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda with the removal of Resolution #12-83 – Return of Cash Performance Guarantees and Surety Bond to Stickle Properties for Cherryville Manor and Raritan Estates – Block 5, Lots 5, 7, 8, 9, 17 & 20 and Resolution #12-89 – Authorizing Farm Lease for the Urbach Property and the addition of Resolution #12-82 – Urging Legislature to Pass A-2495 to Reform a Broken System and End Payouts
CONSENT
Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Hazard.
AGENDA

(Con’t)

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes




Hazard – yes




King – yes




Mangin – yes




Elbert – yes

Motion carried.
PRIVILEGE
***
Barbara Sachau, 2 Glenway Road, said that the Township should not be 
OF THE


a member of the NJ Conference of Mayors because Vice President, John 
FLOOR


Bencivengo, was just indicted by the Federal Government.  She wanted to know about the letter from the Chamber of Commerce.



Comm. Antosiewicz said that the Chamber of Commerce was running a leadership session for one dozen people and giving them various aspects of government and also excellence in government.  He and the Mayor of Clinton spoke to the group.  

***
Ms. Sachau said that with regard to the shared service with East Amwell Township for police services, the number seems to be $72.09 per hour.  She thought that $15,000 was very cheap.  She wanted to know what the calculation was, by the Administrator, on what it costs the tax payers to employ a police officer for one hour.  She wanted to know if the Township is spending more per hour than what it contracts out and wanted to know if it was losing money or making money on the East Amwell Shared Services Agreement.
Comm. Antosiewicz said that it is a break even.  It was an agreement between the Township and East Amwell.

***
Ms. Sachau asked again what the cost is to the tax payers for one hour of a police officer’s time.  
Adm. Pietrefesa advised her to fill out an OPRA Request with the Township Clerk.  
ADJOURN-
Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting

MENT


Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Hazard. 


Vote:
5 – 0 motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at:   8:05 p.m.   






Respectfully submitted,







Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC







Township Clerk
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