          Raritan Township Committee Minutes

                          May 7, 2013


The Township Committee of the Township of Raritan met on May 7, 2013  
at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey 

MEETING
Mayor Mangin called the regular meeting to order at:  7:08 p.m.
CALLED

ROLL CALL
The following were present: Mayor Michael Mangin, Comm. Oliver Elbert, Comm. Craig O’Brien, Comm. Tom Antosiewicz and Comm. Karen Gilbert.    Also present was Adm. Allan Pietrefesa and Attorney William Willard.         
MEETING
Mayor Mangin advised that the meeting was advertised in accordance with the

ADVERTISED 
Open Public Meetings Act in the January 10, 2013 issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat and was posted on the office bulletin board and the Township Website.      


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF SILENCE


Mayor Mangin asked all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag and to remain standing for a Moment of Silence to Remember our Men and Women serving in the Armed Forces and in Particular Those Serving In Troubled Areas Around the World and the victims of the Boston Marathon and Connecticut.  


WELCOMING COMMITTEEWOMAN KAREN GILBERT


Mayor Mangin, on behalf of the Township Committee, welcomed Karen Gilbert who the Committee has appointed to serve for the rest of this year.  Her name will be placed on the November ballot.  She served five years on the Planning Board as a volunteer. 

PROCLAMATION:  EAGLE SCOUT AWARD TO ANTHONY DEORE


Mayor Mangin read the proclamation for Anthony DeOre for attaining his Eagle Scout Award.  

FLEMINGTON-RARITAN SCHOOL PRESENTATION – 2013/2014 BUDGET


***
Greg Nolan, Superintendent of Flemington-Raritan School District, gave a brief overview of the school budget for 2013/2014.  He mentioned that the school has worked very hard to maintain low out of district special education costs.  Out of 3,600, 10 students attend schools outside the attendance area.  There are several maintenance project under consideration such as school security, roof replacements, door and window replacements, site improvements and blacktop repair.   Several highlights were that the budget will remain within the allowable 2% state cap on levy.  It will also maintain low and 


responsible class sizes with a focus on school security.  The budget supports strategic plan initiatives, maintains department budgets, maintains low out-of district tuition costs, continues to promote shared services, maintains student safety, academic programs and services and there are no anticipated staff reductions.  There was also a clean financial audit with no recommendations.

Mayor Mangin said that the Township is faced with unprecedented deficit of about $1 million.  With this deficit, it is hard to distribute money to the school because sometimes there is a shortfall of cash revenue.  He asked Mr. Nolan to keep Police Chief Tabasko and Comm. O’Brien informed on any school security measures.  

PUBLIC
It is the policy of the Township Committee that all public comments on an issue shall

COMMENT
be limited to three minutes per person.  Public comment shall be permitted on items of concern regarding the agenda only.  In addition, time will be allotted at the end of the meeting for public comment on any issue.  


No one appeared.
FINANCIAL
Payment of Bills as Listed for Raritan Township:
$  4,966,973.09
ISSUES

Mayor Mangin pointed out that $4,200,000 was paid to the schools.


Comm. O’Brien asked about #022701 which was a payment for film.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that it was film that Public Works uses to make the street signs.  Comm. O’Brien also asked about #022704 for stumps.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that this was from last year’s budget as was 022750.  Comm. Antosiewicz asked about #022708 – BSN Sports.  Adm. Pietrefesa said this was from the Parks Maintenance budget and was for the soccer fields.  


Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to approve the Bill List.


Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. Elbert.

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes




Elbert – yes





Gilbert - yes




O’Brien – yes





Mangin – yes


Motion carried.

FINANCIAL
Payment of Bills as Listed for the Raritan Township Fire Company (April 16, 2013)

ISSUES







$   109.00

(Con’t)

Deputy Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to approve the Bill List for the Fire Company.


Motion was made by Comm. O’Brien and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes





Elbert – yes





Gilbert – yes





O’Brien – yes





Mangin – recuse


Motion carried.
REPORTS
LIAISON REPORTS

 Michael Mangin - Administration/Finance/Personnel, Board of Health

Economic Development – Two new type of septic systems were approved by the

Board of Health.  

Oliver Elbert – Rural Quality & Public Works – Comm. Elbert mentioned that there is a National Trails Day in early June.  When the Urbach Farm was preserved, a management agreement was signed to help manage the property for a few years.  They have requested to get several volunteers together for a trail building project.  This trail will not have any gravel or wood chips and will be marked by volunteers.  The Land Trust will do all the advertising.  A waiver will have to be signed absolving the Township from any liability.      
Tom Antosiewicz - Hunterdon Central HS, Green Team & Shared Services – No report.

Craig O’Brien – RTMUA & Public Safety – Comm. O’Brien mentioned that Resolution #13-69 is listed for consideration by the Committee which is a sheltering trailer for the Office of Emergency Management.  There will be a minimal cost to the Township. He said that later on there is a Memorandum of Agreement between the PBA and the Township for consideration by the Committee. 
Karen Gilbert – Flemington-Raritan Schools, Parks & Recreation, Affordability and Wellness – No report.
UNFINISHED
ENVIRONMENTAL GRANT – SHIPPEN CLEANUP PROJECT – Planner
BUSINESS
Sunyak stated that the Environmental Grant Application for the Shippen Homestead



Riverside Cleanup Project was denied.  Comm. Elbert will follow up with Raritan



Headwaters Association for the cleanup.


HUNTERDON COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR CYNTHIA YARD RE:  TRI-CENTENNIAL COMMITTEE – Mayor Mangin said that the liaison will be Peter Kinsella.  Mr. Kinsella said that the celebrations all year long will include parades, a bus ride with a tavern tour plus events from the schools and other celebrations.  He also mentioned that the Township Seal is ready to be hung in the court room. There will also be a chili cook off on September 29, 2013 at the Fairgrounds.   


NORTH JERSEY RC&D COUNCIL RE:  REQUEST FOR SIGNS AT MINE BROOK PARK – Adm. Pietrefesa said that the organization was present at the last meeting to explain the placing of signs at Mine Brook Park.  They were requested to have the explanation in writing.  The letter was received addressing all the concerns from the Township Committee.  It was the consensus of the Committee to have North Jersey RC&D Council move forward with the installation of the signs at Mine Brook Park.
 NEW
SALE OF BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES – Adm. Pietrefesa said that the 
 BUSINESS
Township had to renew some Bond Anticipation Notes that were maturing this year for two small projects.  The winning bidder was the Township of East Brunswick at an interest rate of 1.43%.  The second bidder was TD Bank at an interest rate of 3.95%.  


9-1-1 ADDRESS SYSTEM RE:  TO AMEND ORDINANCE #09-8 


***
John Trimmer, 9-1-1 Coordinator said that he works in conjunction with the Tax Assessor and they assign building and street addresses in the Township.  He was concerned about two basic problems that are not covered in the Township Code. He said that there needs to be a number on a building as soon as the frame is constructed and must be visible at night.  There will also be a requirement that a business must display their address on the door and if need be, four inch lettering on the second floor.  The business will also be required to place the address, not only on the front of the building, but also on any alternate point of value entrances as well.  The point of value entrances will be determined by the 9-1-1 Coordinator.  Attorney Willard will prepare a draft ordinance for review by the Township Committee.  
NEW
ISO GRADING RE:  BUILDING CODE EFFECTIVENESS – Adm. Pietrefesa 
BUSINESS
said that no only is there an ISO Grading for the Fire Company, there is also one for
(Con’t)
the Construction Office.  The resulting BCEGS Classification is a Class 4 for 1 & 2 family residential property and a Class 3 for commercial and industrial property.  There were several factors for the regression from the former Class 3 for 1 & 2 family residential properties.  Comm. Antosiewicz said that the Committee must address this regression.  


ERIC HINELINE – APPEAL OF REVOCATION OF TOWING LICENSE – Adm. Pietrefesa said that there was a decision to revoke Mr. Hineline’s towing license. It was appealed and Adm. Pietrefesa denied the appeal.  Attorney Willard said that the Township has a towing ordinance and it was his understanding that Mr. Hineline is currently a licensed tower for the Township and, as a result of a particular incident at which Chief Tabasko became aware of, that license was revoked.  Mr. Willard said that this appeal should be conducted in a matter of a formal hearing.


The following persons gave testimony about the incident:



Lt. Nick Buck, Raritan Township




Chief Glenn Tabasko, Raritan Township



Attorney Robert Bernot, Attorney for Mr. & Mrs. Hineline



Eric Hineline, Towing Operator



Attorney Willard said that the Committee has the option of deciding on the appeal that very night or the Committee could request the patrolmen from Flemington Borough to come before the Committee and offer any testimony about the incident including Mr. Harabedian.    


Mayor Mangin said that the investigation was closed by the Flemington Borough Police.  He said that he relies on the Administrator and the Police Chief to enforce any ordinances of the Township and does not want to hear any accusations against them.  



***     Attorney Benot said that his complaint towards the Chief was that the revocation of Mr. Hineline’s towing license was not put in writing.  


Attorney Willard said that that the current towing ordinance should be reviewed in terms of towing rules, regulations and guidelines.  The Chief will go over the ordinance and make suggestions for the consideration of the Committee.
NEW
Comm. Gilbert said that she would like to hear more testimony before making a 
BUSINESS
decision especially because of the amount of hearsay involved.  Comm. Antosiewicz 
(Con’t)
agreed and said that the guidelines are not there to support exactly what happened.  When it comes down to revocation, additional information needs to be submitted.  Comm. O’Brien said that the Chief is empowered to monitor and maintain the towing practices.  He is to make sure that the Township has a safe and proper operation.  Giving him that authority means that the Committee trusts his decisions.  He is upholding the Chief’s decision to revoke the license.  Anyone who represents Raritan Township needs to be held to the highest standards.  If anyone is inappropriate then the Committee, as stewards of the citizens of the Township, must take action.  Comm. Elbert said that he supported Chief Tabasko.  He was concerned that there was no firm statement from the officer that actually conducted the investigation which may result in more problems.  He said that he would like to see a statement from that officer.  


Attorney Willard said that the Township could reach out to all parties involved and see if they are willing to appear before the Committee at the next meeting on May 23, 2013.  Chief Tabasko said that if Officer Kydd is not available that evening, he will ask for another date and time when it is convenient for him to appear.  He also stated that if the officer is not available on that date, that he will temporarily put Mr. Hineline back on the towing list until such time as the hearing is complete.



***
Attorney Bernot said he has no objection to that.





***      Eric Hineline stated his apology to Chief Tabasko for the words he used and thanked the Committee.  Attorney Benot thanked the Committee as well.  


AGREEMENT RE:  SHARING MASS CARE/SHELTERING TRAILER – Adm. Pietrefesa said that the Office of Emergency Management is requesting to share a Mass Care/Sheltering Trailer with the County of Hunterdon through an agreement, free of charge.  There are two other trailers in the County.  The trailer will be used in emergency situations.  A resolution was adopted later in the meeting.


PBA #337 & PBA  #337A RE:  MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT FOR 2013-2015 – Mayor Mangin said that the Memorandum of Agreement for the PBA Local 337A for Superior Officers was tabled because the paperwork is not finalized yet.  The Memorandum of Agreement for PBA #337 will move forward.  A resolution approving the PBA #337 Memorandum of Agreement was adopted.  
NEW
HYDRANT INSTALLATION AUTHORIZATION FOR RARITAN 
BUSINESS
TOWNSHIP FIRE COMPANY, 303 SOUTH MAIN STREET 
(Con’t)


***
Warren Patterson, Trustee of the Fire Department, said that the fire station on South Main Street is on a well which is contaminated.  The Fire Company is in the process of having a water line of 384 feet run from Dayton Road down South Main Street to the fire station.  NJ American Water has agreed that if this is pursued, they will install an unmetered street fire hydrant at the edge of the property.  The Fire Department feels that this will help in a safety aspect.  It 



would also allow the Fire Company to fill the engines after a fire.  The hydrant could also be used for training purposes for pump operators right on the property without having to go elsewhere.  


Mayor Mangin said that there is an associated cost of $66.67 per month.  The cost to run the line is $51,500 including a water meter which will be paid by the Fire Department.  


Deputy Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to approve the installation of the fire hydrant for the Raritan Township Fire Company, 303 South Main Street.


Motion was made by Comm. O’Brien and seconded by Comm. Antosiewicz.



Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes





Elbert – yes





Gilbert – yes





O’Brien – yes





Mangin – recuse



Motion carried.



TO CONNECT HIKING TRAIL AT LONE CEDAR PARK WITH COUNTY TRAIL AT STANTON STATION SECTION OF SOUTH BRANCH RESERVATION – Comm. Elbert said that there is a trail at Lone Cedar Park that is only on one area.  There is a county preserved piece of land at the other end of the Lone Cedar property.  An Eagle Scout is proposing to combine the two trails.  The trails need to be marked and supervised by Public Works Director Dirk Struening.  This matter will be tabled to the next meeting because of the absence of the Eagle Scout.   Adm. Pietrefesa said he would like to see the map for this project.  


REMINDER:

NEXT TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING ON



THURSDAY, MAY 23, 2013 @7:00 P.M. –  Meeting was advertised.   Comm. Gilbert will not be present at this meeting.
ORDINANCES
None.
CORRES-
a.
League of Municipalities: (All Information is on File in the Clerk’s Office):
PONDENCE

Municipal Preservation Projects:  Past and Future Continuing the Success of Municipal Preservation; Legislative Alert:  S-2 and A-1171, Shared Services Bill Threatens to Penalize Taxpayers Recent Amendments Weaken Management Reforms; Preserve Our Open Space and Farmland; Free Mold Removal Training Classes to be Held Near Communities Impacted by Sandy; Treasurer Testifies on State Budget and ETR; Governor Takes Action on Legislation – 1) Signs S-589, Farmland Assessment Law Changes; 2) Vetoes S2425, Project Labor Agreements Changes; League Legal Services;  DLGS News Update April 23 Issued; US Department of Justice Announces Open Application Period for COPS Grants; Sustainable State Funding Source for Open Space and Farmland Preservation; Senate Environment and Energy Committee, Sandy Related Bills, for Thursday, April 25th; 2013 Regional Planning Summit Investing for the New Normal; Municipal Preservation Projects:  Past and Future Continuing the Success of Municipal Preservation; COAH Board Meeting Scheduled for May 21, 2013 for Affordable Housing Trust Funds; FEMA Filing Deadline Looms; US Department of Transportation Announces Fifth Round of Funding from TIGER Grant Program; Senate Environment Committee Advance Several Sandy Related Bills; A02756 up for a Vote in Full Assembly on Monday, April 29, 2013; Understanding the Appeals Process, Dealing with Insurance Adjusters and Your Rights; Eastern Region Community Media Conference Provides Critical Update on FirstNet; “A Review of the Open Public Records Act (OPRA)”; COAH Meets and Authorizes the Taking of Municipal Housing Trust Funds; Eastern Region Community Media Conference Provides Critical Update on FirstNet; 

b.
Hunterdon County Board of Chosen Freeholders re:  Coin Toss

c.
Hunterdon County Chamber of Commerce Newsletter (Booklet on File in the Clerk’s Office)

d.
NJ DEP re:  Hunterdon County Library Permit 

e.
NJ DCA News Update

CORRES-

f.
Acknowledgement from Assemblywoman Donna Simon and Assemblyman
PONDENCE

Jack Ciattarelli for Resolution #13-44 – Opposition to Early Voting – Mayor
(Con’t)


Mangin said that this is a response from Assemblywoman Simon and Assemblyman Ciattarelli supporting the Township with regard to early voting. He said that it would be cumbersome in cost to have someone here weekdays until 9:00 p.m. and Saturday and Sunday.    
g.
NJ DEP re:  Ground Water Remedial Action Permit – Spruce Run Administration Building

h.
NJ DCA re:  Follow Up from Marc Pheiffer regarding Superstorm Sandy

i.
Hunterdon Central Regional HS re:  Hunterdon Central Certificate and Report of School Taxes for the 2013 Tax Levy Amount

NON

Minutes:
CONSENT
AGENDA

Present at these meetings were:
Antosiewicz, Elbert, O’Brien, Mangin
Township Committee Meeting Minutes:
March 19, 2013

Executive Session Meeting Minutes:
March 19, 2013 & March 25, 2013


Mayor Mangin asks for a motion to adopt the Minutes of March 19, 2013 and Executive Minutes of March 19, 2013 and March 25, 2013.

Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. O’Brien.

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes




Elbert – yes




O’Brien – yes




Mangin – yes

Motion carried.

Resolutions:

Resolution #13-71 – Authorizing Mayor and Administrator to Execute MOA for


          Police Officers PBA #337

Mayor Mangin asks for a motion to adopt Resolution #13-71.

Motion was made by Comm. O’Brien and seconded by Comm. Elbert.

NON

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes

CONSENT



Elbert – yes

AGENDA




Gilbert – abstain

(Con’t)




O’Brien – yes

Mangin – no

Motion carried.

Resolution #13-72 – Authorizing Mayor and Administrator to Execute MOA for


          Superior Officers PBA #337A

This resolution was tabled.  
CONSENT 
All matters listed on the Consent Agenda have been submitted for study by the 
AGENDA
Township Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Resolutions:

Resolution #13-66 – Tax Refunds

Resolution #13-67 – Return of Driveway Bond to Gregorio Fernandez
Resolution #13-68 – Escrow Refunds

Resolution #13-69 – Authorizing the Mayor to Sign Memorandum of 


          Understanding with the County of Hunterdon
Resolution #13-70 – Connect Hiking Trail at Lone Cedar Park with


           County Trail at Stanton Station Section of South


           Branch Reservation

Mayor Mangin asks for a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda with the removal of Item “e” – Resolution #13-70 – Connect Hiking Trail at Lone Cedar Park with County Trail at Stanton Station Section of South Branch Reservation.  
Motion was made by Comm. O’Brien and seconded by Comm. Antosiewicz.
CONSENT
Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes

AGENDA




Elbert – yes

(Con’t)




Gilbert – yes




O’Brien – yes




Mangin – yes

Motion carried.

Resolution #13-70 – Connect Hiking Trail at Lone Cedar Park with County



           Trail at Stanton Station Section of South Branch



           Reservation

This resolution was tabled.
PRIVILEGE
Anyone may address the Committee on any issue for three (3) minutes.

OF THE


FLOOR

No one appeared.



After the regular meeting at 9:50 p.m., Attorney Willard read Resolution #13-75 in full. 
Resolution #13-73 –  CLOSED SESSION:






       
Contractual – Contract Negotiations: CWA White









Collar Union Local 1040; Teamster’s Union









Local 469; Supervisor’s Union; High Level









Supervisor’s Union







Litigation     - Potential Litigation – Township of Raritan v.









Flemington Mall, LTD







Property Acquisition:  Shippen Property – B28, L7




Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #13-73.




Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. Elbert.




Vote:
5 – 0 motion carried.
Executive Meeting Minutes are on a separate document.


 ADJOURN-
Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting

MENT


Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. O’Brien.


Vote:
5 – 0 motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at:   10:25 p.m.  






Respectfully submitted,







Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC







Township Clerk
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