          Raritan Township Committee Minutes

                November 6, 2013


The Township Committee of the Township of Raritan met on November 6, 2013  
at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey 

MEETING
Mayor Mangin called the regular meeting to order at:   7:00 p.m.  
CALLED

ROLL CALL
The following were present: Mayor Michael Mangin, Deputy Mayor Oliver Elbert, Comm. Tom Antosiewicz, Comm. Karen Gilbert and Comm. Craig O’Brien.  Also present was Adm. Allan Pietrefesa and Attorney William Willard.            
MEETING
Mayor Mangin advised that the meeting was advertised in accordance with the

ADVERTISED 
Open Public Meetings Act in the January 10, 2013 issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat and was posted on the office bulletin board and the Township Website.      


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF SILENCE


Mayor Mangin asked all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag and to remain standing for a Moment of Silence to Remember our Men and Women serving in the Armed Forces and in Particular Those Serving In Troubled Areas Around the World.  


POLICE DEPARTMENT PROMOTIONS:


Police Chief Glenn Tabasko said that one of the great pleasures and the most difficult task as Chief is to make promotions.  He had the pleasure to announce that Sergeant Promotions were being made to Thomas Camporeale and Joseph Canonica.  A Lieutenant Promotion was made to Alfred Payne.  Chief Tabasko was very happy with their dedication to their positions.    

Clerk Sollena administered the Oaths of Office to Sergeant Thomas Camporeale, Sergeant Joseph Canonica and Lieutenant Alfred Payne.

PUBLIC
It is the policy of the Township Committee that all public comments on an issue shall

COMMENT
be limited to three minutes per person.  Public comment shall be permitted on items of concern regarding the agenda only.  In addition, time will be allotted at the end of the meeting for public comment on any issue.  


***
Barbara Sachau, 2 Glenway Drive, said that she noticed that the animal fees are going to increase from the ordinance that the Committee was going to introduce.    
FINANCIAL
Payment of Bills as Listed for Raritan Township:
$  4,714,746.17
ISSUES

Mayor Mangin mentioned that $4 million of the bill list was paid to Flemington-Raritan Board of Education for the schools.


Comm. Elbert asked about the payment to Animal Control and Investment Services in the amount of $3,416.66 and also Raritan Township Animal Control in the amount of $15,000.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that $3,416.66 is paid to the company that does the animal control services.  The amount of $15,000 is for the Animal Control Account.  This account, from time to time, runs out of funds and it has to be replenished.  This is only a loan until all the fees start coming in and the general fund can be paid back.  .  That is the reason why the animal fees should be increased.  The account has been running at a deficit several times throughout the year.  Comm. O’Brien asked about $12,855 for Ewing Sports Center for goals/flag sets.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that this is part of the budget.  Comm. O’Brien also asked about $4,163.92 and $357 paid to Ditschman/Flemington Ford for parts and fuel.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that fuel is not supplied by Ditschman/Flemington Ford.  The reason for the two different vendors for gasoline is because one is for gasoline and the other one is for diesel.      

Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to approve the Bill List.


Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. Antosiewicz.

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes




Elbert – yes





Gilbert - yes




O’Brien – yes





Mangin – yes


Motion carried.


Budget Transfers


Adm. Pietrefesa said that there is a resolution listed later in the meeting to do a number of budget transfers.  Each year, at this time, the budget line items are reviewed and transfers are made where needed.  There is a deficit in the general legal account due to labor negotiations with six different unions and other personnel issues as well as the large number of tax appeals.  There were several other accounts where small amounts are needed based on the union contract settlements.  The account for snow removal has been used up for salaries and wages.  There is some money in the snow 
FINANCIAL 
reserve trust, however, those funds should be kept as a reserve for salt.  He would like 
ISSUES
to move $5,000 into the snow account for reserve for salary for overtime which would 
(Con’t)
cover one small storm.  There is no deficit in the Clerk’s Account, however, the Township is all out of street maps.  New street maps need to be ordered.  The price for 2,000 maps is $2,415.  There was extra money saved from the newsletter because it was done by the County.  He would like to place $1,700 in the Clerk’s Account to cover the cost of the maps.  He will continue to go over accounts before the end of the year.  
REPORTS
LIAISON REPORTS

 Michael Mangin - Administration/Finance/Personnel, Board of Health

& Economic Development – Mayor Mangin was happy to announce that Raritan Township received an award from NJ DOT for the commitment to Complete Streets.  Only two or three municipalities won awards for the whole State.  He congratulated the Public Works Department, the Engineer and others for their work.  The Township hired both a Registrar and a Part time Deputy Clerk.  Clerk Sollena said that the Board of Health had to have a special meeting because the Board must appoint the Registrar. Lisa Krieger was appointed Registrar.  She was a former employee of the Construction Department and has been an employee with Raritan Township for 19 years.
Oliver Elbert – Rural Quality & Public Works – Comm. Elbert congratulated Mayor Mangin and Comm. Gilbert on winning the election.  He said that some work is being done with farmland preservation especially with the Snyder Farm.  Public Works is very busy with leaf collection.  
Tom Antosiewicz - Hunterdon Central HS, Green Team & Shared Services – Comm. Antosiewicz said that two grants were received for Sustainable Jersey from Walmart.  There will be a kick off at the hospital to award the grant.  The Historical Committee met regarding the events for the 300th Anniversary of Hunterdon County.  There will be a meeting with Readington Township on the Greenway for better residential access to the river.  The Christmas Parade will be held on December 1, 2013.  The Committee and the Fire Department participates in the parade.  The rain garden will be installed on the side of the Municipal Building.      

Craig O’Brien – RTMUA and Public Safety – Comm. O’Brien said that Lentini Auto Salvage donated a vehicle for use by the Fire-Police.  On Monday, December 2, 2013 there will be a Hunterdon County Safe Campus Training Class in Clinton.  There are interviews being conducted at the Police Department for new police officers.  The Police Department is two patrolmen short.  Comm. O’Brien has been looking at web site providers.  He will schedule a meeting with the vendor.  He thanked everyone 
REPORTS
involved for the promotions in the Police Department.  On Monday, November 11th, 
(Con’t)

Veterans Day, the VFW there will be a ceremony at the Flemington War Memorial at 10:30 a.m.   On Saturday, it will be the 230th Anniversary of the Founding of the Marine Corps.   
Karen Gilbert - Flemington-Raritan Schools, Parks & Recreation, 

Economic Development, Public Safety,  Affordability & Wellness – Comm. Gilbert said that she and Comm. Elbert met with the individuals of the Lacrosse Club.  They are looking to get some fields of their own.  There is no word from the Flemington-Raritan School on their safety measure report.  She will attend the Parks and Recreation Meeting on November 14, 2013.  Mayor Mangin wanted to know if the Township received a report about the Safety Office at Hunterdon Central High School.  Comm. Antosiewicz said that the Chief will report back to the Committee on that issue.   
UNFINISHED
CENSUS BUREAU UPDATE – Mayor Mangin said that there was a data entry 

BUSINESS
mistake.  The four units that were reported in Raritan Township have been confirmed that they are indeed in the City of Lambertville.    


ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 6.04 – DOGS AND CATS – Mayor Mangin said that the Animal Control Officer recommended the increase of $3 per license.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that he supported the increase.  The fees have not been raised for a good amount of years.  He mentioned that there is a cash flow problem in the trust fund.  He would like this account to be self sustaining throughout the year.  because from January to April there is no revenue coming in.  Also with the increase in the fees, the Township would be able to hold a census which has not been done in the past ten years.  The Committee decided not to raise the license fees.  The fee for the summons will be reduced from $75.00 to $50.00.   An ordinance was introduced later in the meeting.   


APPOINTMENT OF ALTERNATE PROSECUTOR – Mayor Mangin said the Alternate Prosecutor is used when there is a conflict in the court or when the prosecutor is out.  Prosecutor Robert Ballard recommended the appointment of Raymond Stein as Alternate Prosecutor.



Resolution #13-196 – Appointment of Alternate Prosecutor 



Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #13-196.


Motion was made by Comm. Gilbert and seconded by Comm. O’Brien.
UNFINISHED
Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes

BUSINESS


Elbert – yes

(Con’t)


Gilbert – yes





O’Brien – yes





Mangin – yes



Motion carried.
NEW
TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING OF TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2013 

BUSINESS
HAS BEEN CHANGED TO MONDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2013 BEGINNING AT 7:00 P.M. AT THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING, ONE MUNICIPAL DRIVE, FLEMINGTON, NEW JERSEY – Acknowledged.


REDUCTION OF PERFORMANCE GUARANTEES RE:  TOLL BROTHERS/MOUNTAIN VIEW AT HUNTERDON FKA HILLTOP, PHASE I, BLOCK 44, LOT 24 – Adm. Pietrefesa recommended the reduction of the performance guarantee for Toll Brothers/Mountain View at Hunterdon, formerly known as, Hilltop, Phase I, Block 44, Lot 24.  A resolution was adopted later in the meeting.


HUNTERDON COUNTY MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE GRANT EXTENSION RE: JANUARY 1, 2014 TO JUNE 30, 2014 – Adm. Pietrefesa said that this is for in-kind services that the Township participates with Delaware, East Amwell, Readington Townships and Flemington Borough.  This is an alcohol and drug abuse program.  There is no charge to Raritan Township.  The reason for the extension from January 1, 2014 to June 30, 2014 is that the Municipal Alliance will be on a fiscal year that will coincide with the State.  Comm. Antosiewicz asked for more information on this matter.  


LEGISLATION RE:  NEW JERSEY STATE BUTTERFLY – BLACK SWALLOWTAIL AND BUTTERFLIES & BEE GAP (GARDNERS ADDING POLLINATORS) 

***      Jeannie Geremia, 2 Greenwood Place, said that Senator Christopher “Kip” Bateman may sponsor legislation to name the Black Swallowtail Butterfly as the New Jersey State Butterfly.  The majority of the states have a state butterfly.  She would also like the Township to add pollinators to the Community Garden.  The pollinators have become a critical issue for the continued propagation of many fruits and vegetables that rely on them for pollination.  

NEW
Adm. Pietrefesa was concerned of the placing of bee hives in the Community Garden.
BUSINESS
His concern was whether or not other people who use the garden are allergic to bee 

(Con’t)
stings.  Mayor Mangin said that she should reach out the members of the Community Garden and let them know that there are beehives in the garden.  Perhaps Public Works could install a sign in the garden.


***
Ms. Geremia said that most native bees are gentile.  She was pleased that the Township has authorized a rain garden to be installed at the Municipal Building.


GRANTING JCP&L AND CENTURYLINK AN EASEMENT OVER AND UNDER A PORTION OF BLOCK 48, LOT 1 – Adm. Pietrefesa said that NJ Water Company is installing a pump station adjacent to the Municipal Building.  The JCP&L poles that run along side of the Municipal Building are an existing easement.  JCP&L needs to install another pole on the NJ Water Company’s easement.  NJ Water Company cannot give permission to JCP&L for an easement.  Therefore, the Township has to grant the easement to JCP&L to install the pole.  Mayor Mangin was surprised to see JCP&L doing business as CenturyLink.   Mayor Mangin said he was very upset with CenturyLink for asking the Township to rescind the personal property taxes because the land lines have decreased.


PURCHASE OF TWO (2) PICK UP TRUCKS FOR PUBLIC WORKS UNDER STATE CONTRACT – 2014 FORD F250 4WD PICK UP TRUCK WITH WESTERN SNOW PLOW AND 2014 FORD F350 4WD PICK UP TRUCK WITH UTILITY BODY AND WESTERN SNOW PLOW - Adm. Pietrefesa said that these two trucks were included as part of the adopted Bond Ordinance.  The prices were much lower than was anticipated.  These vehicles were purchased under State contract and there is no need to advertise or prepare specifications.  


PURCHASE AND INSTALLATION OF EQUIPMENT ON 4WD VEHICLES FOR POLICE DEPARTMENT UNDER STATE CONTRACT – Adm. Pietrefesa said that this is for the two 4WD drive vehicles that were already approved.  


There was a break in the meeting at 9:25 p.m.



The meeting resumed 9:32 p.m.
ORDINANCES


ORDINANCE #13-19
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN, COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY ESTABLISHING A SALARY AND WAGE PLAN  FOR EMPLOYEES IN CWA LOCAL 1040 SUPERVISOR AND HIGHER LEVEL SUPERVISOR BARGAINING UNITS EMPLOYEES FOR THE YEARS 2011-2015
Meeting opened to the public. No one appeared.
Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to close the public hearing and adopt Ordinance #13-19 on final consideration, same to be published according to law.

Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.
Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes




Elbert – yes




Gilbert – yes




O’Brien – yes




Mangin – yes

Motion carried.

Mayor Mangin thanked all those who participated in the negotiations.  This is a new union.  





ORDINANCE #13-20   

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN, COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY ESTABLISHING A SALARY AND WAGE PLAN FOR EMPLOYEES REPRESENTED BY TEAMSTERS LOCAL 469 FOR THE YEARS 2012-2015 AND PROVIDING FOR THE ADMINISTRATION THEREOF

Meeting opened to the public.  No one appeared.
Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to close the public hearing and adopt Ordinance #13-20 on final consideration, same to be published according to law.

Motion was made by Comm. O’Brien and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.
ORDINANCES:
Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes
(Con’t)




Elbert – yes




Gilbert – yes




O’Brien – yes




Mangin – yes

Motion carried.

Mayor Mangin thanked everyone who participated in the negotiations.  The starting salary was reduced for new hires with a 10 year step.
ORDINANCE #13-18

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING chapter 6.04, titled “dogs and cats” of the revised general ordinances of the township of raritan, section 6.04.020A, section 6.04.020C, section 6.04.020c1, SECTION 6.04.020d and section 6.04.120
Attorney Willard said that as discussed earlier, Section 3 will be amended to read, “$12 instead of $15 and $15 instead of $18.

Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to introduce Ordinance #13-18 as amended on first consideration, same to be published according to law with a public hearing and a vote scheduled for the meeting of December 3, 2013 beginning at 7:00 p.m. at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey at which time all interested persons will be heard.
Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. O’Brien.
Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes



Elbert – yes




Gilbert – yes




O’Brien – yes




Mangin – yes

Motion carried.
ORDINANCES:

ORDINANCE #13-21
(Con’t)
AN ORDINANCE GRANTING JERSEY CENTRAL POWER & LIGHT COMPANY, A FIRSTENERGY COMPANY, AND UNITED TELEPHONE OF NEW JERSEY, INC., D/B/A CENTURYLINK OF NEW JERSEY, INC., AN EASEMENT OVER AND UNDER A PORTION OF BLOCK 48, LOT 1 AS SHOWN ON THE TAX MAP OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN
Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to introduce Ordinance #13-21 on first consideration, same to be published according to law with a public hearing and a vote scheduled for the meeting of December 3, 2013 beginning at 7:00 p.m. at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey at which time all interested persons will be heard.

Motion was made by Comm. O’Brien and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.
Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes



Elbert – yes




Gilbert – yes




O’Brien – yes




Mangin – yes

Motion carried.
CORRES-
a.
League of Municipalities: (All Information is on File in the Clerk’s Office):
PONDENCE

Legislative Bulletin – October, 2013; Same Sex Marriage; “Labor Negotiations Primer:  Understanding Collective Negotiations”; October is Cyber Security Month; Governor Signs the Common Sense Shared Service Pilot Program into Law; Division of Local Government Services News Update; NJLM to Celebrate 98th Year November 19021 at Atlantic City Convention Center; Social Security Information Available On-Line

b
Township of Readington, Township of Kingwood, Borough of Milford, Township of Holland and Borough of Hampton Resolutions re:  Requesting that the County of Hunterdon Undertake the Animal Control Responsibilities for Hunterdon County Municipalities – Mayor Mangin said that this would be a great idea.  He would like to gather more information on this matter.  It was the consensus of the Committee to adopt a similar resolution at the next meeting to request the County to undertake the Animal Control responsibilities for Hunterdon County Municipalities. 


CORRES-

c.
East Amwell Township re:  Notice of Adoption of 2013 Master Plan Re-
PONDENCE

examination Report

(Con’t)


d.
NJ Department of the Treasury re:  Certification of the Table of Equalized Valuations for Hunterdon County. Comm. Antosiewicz asked about the variation of municipalities throughout the State.  
e.
Hunterdon County Division of Senior, Disabilities & Veterans Services re:  Fall 2013 (Booklet on File in the Clerk’s Office)

f.
Hunterdon County Safe Routes to School re:  International Walk to School 2013 

g.
HART Information – Comm. Gilbert asked if the Township would like to participate in the events through HART.  The sidewalks at Barley Sheaf School are being worked on in order to be ADA compliant.  

h.
Hunterdon County Chamber of Commerce Information

i.
Comcast re:  Price Changes

j.
United Way

k.
Radon Action Month – January, 2014

l.
Sustainable City Network re:  Developing Bike-Share and Car-Share Programs to Reduce Vehicles Miles Traveled

m.
Raritan Headwaters Association re:  24th Watershed-wide Annual Stream

Clean Up - Comm. Antosiewicz said that the Township could participate in the clean up along the Raritan River with the Raritan Headwaters Association on April 19, 2014.      

NON

Resolution #13-196 – Appointment of Alternate Prosecutor

CONSENT

AGENDA

This resolution was adopted earlier in the meeting.  
Resolution #13-199 – Budget Transfers

Mayor Mangin asks for a motion to adopt Resolution #13-199.  

Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. O’Brien.
NON

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes
CONSENT



Elbert – yes

AGENDA




Gilbert – yes

(Con’t)




O’Brien – yes




Mangin – yes

Motion carried.

      CONSENT
All matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Township 
      AGENDA

Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.




Minutes:




Township Committee Meeting Minutes:
September 17th and October 1st, 2013




Executive Session Meeting Minutes:

September 17th and October 1st, 2013

Resolutions:

Resolution #13-181 – Reduction of Performance Guarantees for Toll Brothers/



Mountain View at Hunterdon FKA Hilltop, Phase I

Resolution #13-187 – Authorizing the Purchase of One (1) New 2014 Ford F250



4 Wheel Drive Pick Up Truck with Western Snow Plow 



Under State Contract

Resolution #13-188 – Authorizing the Purchase of One (1) New 2014 Ford F350



Pick Up Truck with Utility Body and Western Snow Plow 



Under State Contract

Resolution #13-189 – Chapter 159 – Drunk Driving Enforcement Fund – 



$11,560.30
Resolution #13-190 – Chapter 159 – Bulletproof Vest Partnership - $5,083.82

Resolution #13-191 – Chapter 159 – NJLM Educational Foundation Sustainable 


New Jersey Capacity Building Grant - $2,000.00

CONSENT
Resolution #13-192 – Chapter 159 – NJLM Education Foundation Sustainable 

AGENDA




New Jersey HMC Charging Station Grant - $10,000.00

(Con’t)
Resolution #13-193 – Tax Refunds

Resolution #13-194 - Refund of Sewer Charges from 2012 Tax Sale to the



Raritan Township Municipal Utilities Authority (RTMUA)


$245.68
Resolution #13-195 – Fiscal Grant Extension 01/01/2014 – 06/30/2014 for: 



Municipal Alliance for the Prevention of Alcoholism and



Drug Abuse

Resolution #13-200 – Return of Street Opening Bond to Daniel Shultis - $400.00

Resolution #13-201 – Purchase and Installation of Equipment on 4 WD Vehicles 



For Police Department Under State Contract
Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda.

Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes




Elbert – yes




Gilbert – yes




O’Brien – yes




Mangin – yes

Motion carried.
PRIVILEGE
Anyone may address the Committee on any issue for three (3) minutes.

OF THE

FLOOR

***
Barbara Sachau, 2 Glenway Drive, said that she attended a Freeholder’s                         Meeting and was concerned about the problems they are having with their                     audit.  They stated that they have had audits conducted for the past 20 years                  and the auditors have found nothing wrong.  After the County hired a new                    firm, hiring a new firm, there have been all sorts of problems and issues.  She               felt that it was important to watch the auditor.  She also pointed out the notice              of increase in fees from Comcast.  Ms. Sachau said that she was also                             
PRIVILEGE

concerned with the National Chamber of Commerce which is advocating   
OF THE
                        granting citizenship to illegal aliens.  She wanted the local chamber to hear 
FLOOR
                        what the national chamber is supporting.  She did not want tax payer money to             fund the local chapter of the Chamber of Commerce.



Mayor Mangin said that the Chamber of Commerce is a membership and the 



businesses supply membership fees to the Chamber.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that the



Township pays $150.00 for membership fee.  Comm. Antosiewicz said that there will 



be an event at the League of Municipalities Convention on Tuesday, November 19, 2014 from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. in the Crown Ballroom at the Convention Center.  It is for the Sustainable Jersey Award.  There is no cost to the Township.




Resolution #13-198 – CLOSED SESSION:






Contractual – Raritan Junction, LLC – Redevelopment









Agreement for the Yale Property;









Health Insurance Benefits;







Personnel -    Alternate Prosecutor







Litigation    - Fornaciari vs. Township of Raritan –









CEPA Claim




Resolution not needed.  All items addressed earlier in the Special Meeting.
ADJOURN-
Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting

MENT


Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. O’Brien.    


Vote:
5 – 0 motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at:    9:50 p.m.   






Respectfully submitted,







Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC







Township Clerk
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