          Raritan Township Committee Minutes

                  October 16, 2012


The Township Committee of the Township of Raritan met on October 16, 2012 
at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey 

MEETING
Mayor Elbert called the regular meeting to order at 7:14 p.m.  
CALLED

ROLL CALL
The following were present: Mayor Oliver Elbert, Deputy Mayor Michael Mangin, Comm. John King, Comm. Gary Hazard and Comm. Thomas Antosiewicz.  Also present was Adm. Allan Pietrefesa and Attorney Albert E. Cruz.     
MEETING
Mayor Elbert advised that the meeting was advertised in accordance with the

ADVERTISED 
Open Public Meetings Act in the January 12, 2012 issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat and was posted on the office bulletin board and the Township Website.      


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF SILENCE


Mayor Elbert asked all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag and to remain standing for a Moment of Silence to Remember our Men and Women serving in the Armed Forces and in Particular Those Serving In Troubled Areas Around the World. 
PUBLIC
It is the policy of the Township Committee that all public comments on an issue shall

COMMENT
be limited to three minutes per person.  Public comment shall be permitted on items of concern regarding the agenda only.  In addition, time will be allotted at the end of the meeting for public comment on any issue.  


***
Barbara Sachau, 2 Glenway Road, said that she thought the legal fees seemed to be very high.  She wanted to know if the Committee was considering hiring one full time attorney to try to bring down the costs.  She wanted to know about the payment to Teaberry’s for a luncheon.  Also a bill for Bonnie Briggs for $690.00 and Tropicana Casino for $190.00.  She also wanted to know if the former Tax Collector was receiving $54,000 as the new Tax Collector will be earning.  

Adm. Pietrefesa said that the money paid to Teaberry’s will be reimbursed from the people who attended the Historical Tour.  Bonnie Briggs is the Zoning Board Secretary and prepares the minutes.  Regarding the Tropicana, the amount is for room reservations for the League Convention.  The new Tax Collector will be earning less than the former one.  
FINANCIAL
Payment of Bills as Listed for Raritan Township:
$  811,131.12
ISSUES
FINANCIAL
Comm. Antosiewicz asked about Check #3515 to Storr Tractor in the amount of 
ISSUES
$50,073.00 for the mower.  He asked that this item be removed from the bill list.  
(Con’t)
Attorney Cruz said that there was a base price and then some options.  A motion will have to be made to remove Check #3515 from the bill list and then a motion made to approve the remainder of the bill list.  


Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. Mangin to remove Check #3515 from the Bill List.


Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes




Hazard – yes




King – yes




Mangin – yes




Elbert – yes


Motion carried.


Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to approve the Bill List with the removal of Check #3515 in the amount of $50,073.00.


Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Antosiewicz.


Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes




Hazard – yes




King – yes




Mangin – yes




Elbert – yes


Motion carried. 


Payment of Bills as Listed for the Fire Company:
$  895.80

Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to approve the Bill List for the Fire Company.


Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. Mangin.


Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes





Hazard – yes





King – yes





Mangin – recuse




Elbert – yes


Motion carried.
REPORTS
LIAISON REPORTS



Mayor Elbert – Administration/Finance/Personnel & Rural Quality




Mayor Elbert said that November is Pancreatic Cancer Awareness Month. A proclamation will be given to that organization.


Tom Antosiewicz – Parks & Recreation; Flemington-Raritan Schools, Hunterdon



Central HS, Shared Services & RTMUA – No report.


John King – Public Works – No report.


Michael Mangin – Economic Development & Board of Health – No report.


Gary Hazard – Parks & Recreation, Public Safety/Affordability & Wellness – No report.
UNFINISHED
HUNTERDON COUNTY PLANNING BOARD RE:  PROPOSED
BUSINESS
AMENDMENT TO THE HUNTERDON COUNTY WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT (WQM) PLAN (PHASE I) HUNTERDON COUNTY FUTURE WASTEWATER SERVICE AREA MAP



***
Ken Bogen, Principal Planner, Hunterdon County Planning Board, gave a presentation regarding the proposed amendment to the Hunterdon County Water Quality Management (WQP) Plan (Phase I), Hunterdon County Future Wastewater Service Area Map.  He requested a resolution of consent for the submitted proposed Water Quality Management Plan.  A public hearing on this matter was held on October 15, 2012.  This issue has been over four years in the making.  In April of 2008, the County Board of Chosen Freeholders accepted the role to be the designated Hunterdon County Wastewater Planning Agency.  The Freeholders designated the Hunterdon County Planning Board to use their resources to prepare an updated Countywide Wastewater Management Plan that conforms to the WQMP rules that were adopted in 2007.  There was an informational meeting held on October 27, 2008 regarding the explanation of the process.  Drafts of future sewer service area maps prepared by NJ DEP were distributed to municipalities for their review and comments.  Over the course of the last five (5) years, meetings were held with Raritan Township and Raritan Township Municipal Utilities Authority (RTMUA) to determine what the proposed future sewer service areas should be for the Township.  The deadline for this adoption is November 8, 2012.



Mayor Elbert recommended that the Planning Board and RTMUA review this matter.  He suggested that it be postponed until the meeting of November 8, 2012.  The Committee agreed.
UNFINISHED
INVASIVE SPECIES – Attorney Cruz said that a resident appeared before the 
BUSINESS
Committee at the last meeting and asked for relief regarding the planting of bamboo
(Con’t)
and its invasive nature.  A memo was received addressing several questions regarding the adoption of an ordinance prohibiting the planting of invasive plants.  The Township can indeed adopt an ordinance.  The ordinance can be applied both prospectively and retroactively because the invasive nature of bamboo puts public health, safety and welfare at risk and so the law allows it to be applied retroactively.  There are two categories for invasive plants.  The first being an invasive plant that is not native to New Jersey.  The second is as an invasive plant that is not native to New Jersey, but through its root system or the way it grows, is indiscriminant in where it goes.  The Committee has to define the plants that it wants to address and whether it should be limited to bamboo and plants that have an invasive root system.  The ordinance should first contain a notice of violation with a period to cure the property and if that fails, the issuance of a summons.  Also the law allows a lien procedure to be implemented meaning that if the property owner does not remedy the situation, the town can go in and do the work and place a lien on the property owner for the cost of the work.  There would also have to be an enforcement period.  The Planner did speak with the Landscape Architect regarding this matter and he provided a sample ordinance used in Haverford, Pennsylvania.  Mr. Cruz said that he would like guidance as to the type of ordinance the Committee desires.  The NJ DEP website contains a list of what plants are considered invasive.  


Comm. King remarked that, in speaking with the Department of Public Works, Don Hutchins said that this a problem for many people.  He felt that the DPW should be involved.  Comm. Hazard agreed.  Comm. Mangin said that there may be a concern about the enforcement of the ordinance.



Attorney Cruz said that someone must enforce the ordinance.  He suggested the Zoning Officer, however, it can be someone else.  A site visit is required in order to issue a summons.  The ordinance should designate who is going to be the enforcing officer.  The step for the enforcement is to issue a Notice of Violation and a period to cure.  Then whoever is chosen to enforce the ordinance would have to make a determination as to whether or not there is a good faith effort of the property owner going forward or whether the issuance of a summons is needed.  The officer would have that discretion.  Comm. Antosiewicz said he would like the Environmental Committee to review this.  Mayor Elbert said that he would not like the Township to tell people what they can plant on their own property.  


Attorney Cruz asked the Committee if it wanted him to draft an ordinance and circulate it to DPW and the Environmental Commission before it comes to the Committee.  The Committee agreed that they wanted to make the comments first and then circulate it.

UNFINISHED
TAX COLLECTOR APPOINTMENT – The Committee introduced Sharon Brown 
BUSINESS
as the new Tax Collector.
(Con’t)


Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #12-188 – Appointment of Tax Collector.



Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Mangin.



Attorney Cruz said that Resolution #12-188 – Appointment of Tax Collector will be removed from the Consent Agenda.



Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes






Hazard – yes






King – yes





Mangin – yes






Elbert – yes



Motion carried.



Clerk Sollena administered the Oath of Office to Sharon Brown, Tax Collector.  



SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL CHANGE ORDER – Acting Engineer, Tony Hajjar, said that there needs to be a change order in the amount of $44,000.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that the amount of the change order still leaves the Township with a cost less than the amount of the grant of over $9,000.00.  


FEMA PAYMENTS – Adm. Pietrefesa said that approximately $76,000 was received from FEMA.  This is in addition to the $14,156 used as a revenue in the 2012 Budget.  He would like to know how to classify these funds.  Because this money was received for costs incurred in 2011, the money cannot be added to this year’s budget.  This money was for reimbursement for expenses.  The Committee has several options; 1) placing it into surplus; 2) reserve it in the capital fund and appropriate it to an ordinance for capital expenditures next year for Emergency Management or Public Works; 3) reserve it in the general fund for items in next years’s budget and appropriate the same amount of revenue to offset that.  He needs to know by the end of December.  
UNFINISHED
***
Frank Veneziale, Emergency Management Coordinator, said that these funds 
BUSINESS

were created because of a disaster.  These were monies spent from many 
(Con’t)

departments.  He hoped that he can take this funding and put it toward  preparedness efforts and communications for all departments.      



Comm. Hazard said that these monies should be utilized for future disasters.  Comm. Mangin said he would like to see this money used for transportation because the Chief’s truck will not be ready to be used until the spring.  



***
Mr. Veneziale also said that he would like to see other needed equipment that benefits the Police Department, DPW, Fire Department and OEM. 



Comm. King praised Frank Veneziale for doing a great job.



***
Mr. Veneziale said that DPW, Dirk Struening and Don Hutchins have done a tremendous amount of work as well as volunteers John Trimmer and Warren Patterson.  



BECKS/CORNET BIKEWAY GRANT EXTENSION – Acting Engineer, Tony Hajjar, said that this is a bikeway path to connect several developments between Lavada Lane, Beck’s Boulevard, Cornet Way and Geary’s Ridge Road.  A grant of $100,000 was received in 2010.  There was no money in the budget for surveying or aerial.  He received a call from NJ DOT inquiring about this project.  Before he asks for an extension, he wants to make sure that the Committee wants him to move forward with this job.  Comm. Antosiewicz asked if the bikeway could be changed or moved to another location in the Township.  Adm. Pietrefesa asked if the State would have to give approval for the reduction to the scope or changing the location.  Eng. Hajjar said yes.  Whatever the Township wants to do, there would still have to be an extension requested from the NJ DOT.   


RIVER ROAD WEIGHT LIMIT – Planner Sunyak said that the intent of imposing a weight limit on River Road is to enhance it, improve the safety, the accessibility to the river and historic value of the area and not impede local businesses.  The weight limit would be on portions of River Road from Route 202 to the intersection of Case Boulevard, Pennsylvania Avenue and River Road.  Certain portions of River Road are not appropriate for heavy truck movement.  She reached out to NJ DOT and Traffic Consultant, Judd Rocciola to see what the next step would be.  She wanted to know if the Committee wanted to pursue this matter further.  It was the consensus of the Committee to move forward with the project.  This area is under the jurisdiction of the Township.
NEW
BOND DEFAULTS FOR:

BUSINESS
1)     CEDAR GROVE SHOPPING CENTER, LLC AT NASSAU PARK 



2)      RDR FARMS, INC. FOR BARTON HOLLOW ESTATES



Attorney Cruz said that there are two developments where the developers have not been responsive to completing the sidewalk on the property which were the                  public improvements that were bonded.  He recommended that resolutions be adopted declaring both of the developers in default and authorizing the bonding company and the developer be notified of the default.  This would start the process.  The bonding company may step in and complete the site improvements under the various performance bonds.  Both of these projects have been outstanding for quite some time. The Cedar Grove Shopping Center is the development along Foran Boulevard.  Barton Hollow Estates has been partially built out.  There are residents living in this development but the improvements have not been completed.  Both of these developers are non responsive to the Acting Engineer.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that a letter was received from Barton Hollow Estates stating that they would not complete the improvements.   Comm. King asked if this notice would give the developers an opportunity to respond.  Attorney Cruz said that sometimes a bonding company can get the developer to return to finish the job, however, sometimes they cannot.  Attorney Cruz said that a correction to the resolutions is needed to state Acting Engineer instead of Assistant Engineer.  The Clerk will correct the resolutions.  Resolutions were adopted later in the meeting.



Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to amend the Agenda to add Grant Application and Execution of a Grant Agreement with the NJ Department of Transportation for Becks/Cornet Bikeway and Pedestrian Trail, Section II Project to New Business and to add Resolution #12-196 to the Consent Agenda.  


Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Hazard.



Vote:
5 – 0 motion carried.


GRANT APPLICATION AND EXECUTION OF A GRANT AGREEMENT



WITH THE NJ DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR



BECKS/CORNET BIKEWAY AND PEDESTRIAN TRAIL, SECTION II



PROJECT – Acknowledged.
ORDINANCES

ORDINANCE #12-13

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING ACCEPTANCE OF A DEED FOR BLOCK 16.01, LOT 38, AS SHOWN ON THE TAX MAP OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN, COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY.
Meeting opened to the public. No one appeared.

Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to close the meeting to the public on Ordinance #12-13.

Motion was made by Comm. Hazard and seconded by Comm. Mangin.

Vote:
5 – 0 motion carried.

Adm. Pietrefesa said that he and Attorney Cruz recommended that the Committee not vote to adopt this ordinance and table it to October 22, 2012 at 8:00 a.m.  The reason is that the building will require a Certificate of Acceptance for the Township to acquire ownership.  It has not been completed yet because of a minor issue.  There are certain things that the Acting Engineer required the builder to bond for that have not been completed.  At this time, the Food Pantry is working towards getting a Certificate of Occupancy for one side of the building.  They need to be in that building on or before November 1, 2012.  He felt confident that they will meet the deadline.  The water company will not turn on the service until they have proof that Raritan Township owns the building and has approved the lease.  The lease was completed except for the dates that are to be inserted.  A resolution will be drafted to authorize the insertion of the date of the lease.  The pioneers, who will occupy the other half of the building, are not in a rush to complete it.    
Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to carry the vote on Ordinance #12-13 to the meeting of October 22, 2012 at 8:00 a.m. at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey.
Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Hazard.

Vote:          5 – 0 motion carried.
CORRES-
a.
League of Municipalities: (All Information is on File in the Clerk’s Office):
PONDENCE

Red Tape Review Commission Public Hearing – October 9, 2012; Important Conference Sessions Budget and Finance; League Professional Development Seminar; League Events; Verizon Business Personal Property Tax Appeal Denied Hopewell and League to Seek Legislative Remedy and Supreme Court Intervention; NJ Infrastructure and How to Fund It; Proposed Rules for Non-State Health Benefits Plans; Homestead Benefit Application Extension; 

b.
Readington Township Ordinance re:  Solar and Land Use (On File in the Clerk’s Office)

c.
NJ Office of the Governor re:  Purchasing of Equipment for Police, Fire and Public Works (Copies were distributed to all)
d.
Raritan Township Office of Emergency Management re:  Active Shooter Event

e.
HART Commuter Information Services re:  Radar Road Sign 
f.
Hunterdon County Chamber of Commerce – October, 2012 (Booklet on File in the Clerk’s Office)

      CONSENT
All matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Township 
      AGENDA

Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Minutes:
1)
Township Committee Meeting Minutes:
September 18, 2012

2)
Executive Session Meeting Minutes:   September 18, 2012

Resolutions:

Resolution #12-169 – Authorizing Consent to the Proposed Water Quality



Management Plan Amendment

Resolution #12-186 – Chapter 159 – Drunk Driving Enforcement Fund – 



 $11,432.47
Resolution #12-187 – Return of Street Opening Bond to Michael T. Brown –



$500.00

CONSENT
Resolution #12-188 - 
Appointment of Tax Collector

AGENDA
(Con’t)

Resolution #12-189 – Authorizing Safe Routes to School Change Order to



JAK Construction Corp. T/A Diamond Construction

Resolution #12-190 – Request for Extension of Grant from NJ DOT for 



Becks/Cornet Bikeway & Pedestrian Trail
Resolution #12-191 – Declaring Cedar Grove Shopping Center, LLC, in



Default of its Obligation to Complete the Site



Improvements at Nassau Park

Resolution #12-192 – Declaring RDR Farms, Inc., in Default of the 



Development Agreement for Barton Hollow Estates 
Resolution #12-193 – Snow Removal Fees for Developers

Resolution #12-196 – Authorization to Submit Grant Application and Execute




a Grant Agreement with the New Jersey Department of




Transportation for the Becks-Cornet Bikeway and




Pedestrian Trail, Section II Project

Mayor Elbert asks for a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda with the removal of 
#12-169 and #12-188 and the addition of Resolution #12-196.    
Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Hazard.
Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes




Hazard – yes




King – yes




Mangin – yes




Elbert – yes

Motion carried.
PRIVILEGE
Anyone may address the Committee on any issue for three (3) minutes.

OF THE

FLOOR

***
John Anderson, JCP&L, said that the new website Firstenergy.com is up and                running.  A power outage or street light outage could be reported from a                        telephone.  The outages are now grouped strictly by municipality strictly and                not by zip code.  

ADJOURN-
Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting

MENT


Motion was made by Comm.    


Vote:
5 – 0 motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at:   8:40 p.m.   






Respectfully submitted,







Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC







Township Clerk
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